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Cities must grow

Cities have to be able to grow and prosper or they face the inevitability of
stagnation and decline. Hot Springs is the historical, cultural and economic
center of Garland County, as well as the region. Unfortunately, the city has
decreased in population over the last decade while the surrounding environs
have grown and flourished. Reasons for the population decline include a pas-
sive annexation strategy and water utility extensions which have created ur-

anization on the fringes of the city. These
policies have created unnecessary duplica-
tion of services as well as uncoordinated
planning and development. All one has to
do is drive the commercial corridors exit-
ing the city of Hot Springs to witness the
abundance of curb cuts, signage, incom-
patible land uses and traffic congestion.

The voters of Hot Springs and citizens
in the areas proposed for annexation will
have an opportunity in 204 to vote on an-
nexing select areas adjacent to the current
city limits. City staff is evaluating the cost/benefit of each area to determine
if it is prudent to serve these areas with municipal services balanced with the
potential of new revenues. Once this study is completed, the Board of Direc-
tors will decide which areas to place on the ballot for voter approval.

‘The city of Hot Springs has a strong case to make to county residents to
vote for annexation. Immediately upon annexation, these residents will see
lower water, wastewater, commercial sanitation and property insurance rates.
The city of Hot Springs has an ISO rating of 2, which is one of the best in the
country. An ISO raling is used by insurance companies to determine premi-
ums for property insurance based on risk. The drop in rates could be sigaifi-
cant, and residents and business owners should inquire with their insurance
agents. In addition, the city’s zoning laws and land use regulations would
protect property values by assuring that new developments are of the highest
quality and would not devalue adjoining property owners’ assets.

City residents will benefit from increased sales tax revenues, additional
state and federill funding based on population, protection of its borders from

and unsj
tax base. If the city of Hot Springs is to continue to be the economic engme
of Garland County and the region, then the city must pursue the annexation
of properties which would contribute to the financing of the necessary infra-
structure and services to sustain this position. The tax base has to be grown
in order to lessen the fiscal impact on current residents and property owners
to finance these needs.

Newly annexed residents will be served by city of Hot Springs Fire and
Police departments which are equipped to serve higher density areas with
faster response times, professional training and specialized equipment. These
service enhancements will not impose a property tax increase since the city
currently has a zero millage.

Garland County must have a strong Hot Springs to foster job growth and
opportunities for economic development. Hot Springs has the potential to be

a “Cool City;” attracting young entrepreneurs who are drawn by the allure of
its downtown, cultural events, recreational facilities and excellent service de-
livery. In addition, it ls incumbent on Lhe clty of Hot Springs to maintain and
enhance its existing i ds, and protect its
current residents. These goals cannot be achleved if the city cannot expand
its boundaries in order to promote growth and prosperity. Hot Springs needs
to grow and realize its great potential. “A rising tide floats all boats” and is es-
sential to the continued progress of ll of Garland County.

EDITOR'S NOTE: David Watkins is the Hot Springs city manager.



