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ECONOMIC IMPACT OF TOURISM IN GARLAND COUNTY
The travel and tourism industry is a vital part of the Garland County economy. Visitors traveling
to Garland County in 2018 spent an estimated $685 million, generating nearly $57 million in tax
revenue to help fund jobs and vital public programs.
In Arkansas, the tourism industry is a key contributor to the state’s economy. Visitors spent $7.4
billion in Arkansas in 2018. Throughout the state, travelers supported 68,000 jobs and a $1.4 billion
payroll. Traveler spending in Arkansas generated over $568 million in state and local tax revenue.
Domestic and international travelers spent $1.1 trillion throughout the United States in 2018.
Nationally, traveler spending generated $170.9 billion in tax revenue for local, state, and
federal governments and supported 15.7 million jobs, according to the U.S. Travel Association.
With a payroll totaling $267.9 billion, the travel and tourism industry ranks seventh among the
nation’s employers.

NOTABLE ACHIEVEMENTS IN 2018
Garland County’s tourism industry has earned recognition nationally and locally. In 2018, Hot
Springs was named the top emerging travel destination in the United States.
A leader in the state tourism industry, Garland County consistently outperforms other Arkansas
counties in terms of visitor spending and tourism-related employment.
•
•
•
•
•

Visitors traveling in Garland County spent over $685 million.
Nearly 7,000 jobs in Garland County are directly supported by travel and tourism.
Garland County’s tourism employment accounts for over 10% of the state’s travel-generated employment.
Garland County ranked 3rd in the state for total travel expenditures in 2018.
Visitor spending in Garland County generated nearly $57 million in state and local tax revenue, helping fund
jobs and public programs such as firefighters, police, teachers, and infrastructure.
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ARKANSAS STATE TOURISM ACTIVITY IN 2018
Arkansas’s travel and tourism industry continued its pattern of impressive
performance in 2018. According to the Arkansas Department of Parks and
Tourism, travel expenditures totaled $7.4 billion. Travel-generated employment
and earnings supported $1.4 billion in wages and salaries for 68,000 employees. In
recognition of Arkansas’s travel and tourism industry, Governor Asa Hutchinson
proclaimed May 6-12, 2018 as Arkansas Tourism Week.
Arkansas’s 2% tourism tax continues to provide an important revenue stream for
the state. According to the Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism, tourism
tax collections totaled $16.6 million in 2018, with Garland County contributing $1.6
million of this total.

ARKANSAS
LEISURE AND HOSPITALITY
JOB STATISTICS
As of December 2018, nearly 9% of Arkansas’s civilian
labor force was employed in leisure and hospitality,
according to U.S. Department of Labor reports. During
2018, leisure and hospitality employment ranged from a
low of 117,200 in June to a high of 120,600 in November.
By the end of 2018, 120,500 Arkansans were employed in
the leisure and hospitality sector, a 2.4% increase over
December 2017 employment in the industry. The state’s
travel industry employed 68,000 persons and paid $1.4
billion in wages and salaries in 2018, according to the
Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism.
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TOP 5 COUNTIES
County
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Pulaski

$1.8 billion

$343 million

13,650

$73 million

$35 million

Benton

$884 million

$164 million

9,110

$60 million

$25 million

Garland

$685 million

$117 million

6,950

$40 million

$16 million

Washington

$544 million

$129 million

6,010

$31 million

$10 million

Sebastian

$316 million

$50 million
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$4 million
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$7.4 billion
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Arkansas Department of Parks and Tourism

GARLAND
COUNTY
TOURISM ACTIVITY
IN 2018

The travel and tourism industry is a major driver of economic growth and job creation in Garland
County.
Travel spending in Garland County totaled $685 million, making Garland County the state’s third
highest recipient of tourism dollars in 2018. The $685 million spent in Garland County amounted
to 9% of the state’s total travel expenditures in 2018.
The tourism industry accounts for 6,950 jobs, making it one of Garland County’s key industries.
Travel-generated earnings amounted to $117 million in 2018.
Visitor spending in 2018 generated $40 million in state tax revenue and $16 million in local tax
revenue for a total of nearly $57 million. Tax revenue from tourism activity helps fund essential
public services and pay for roads and bridges, teachers, police, and firefighters.

2018 IMPACT IN GARLAND COUNTY
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99,154 people were estimated to reside in Garland
County in 2018, according to the U.S. Census Bureau’s
population estimates for 2018. With over 3% of the
state’s total population, Garland County is the 8th most
populated county in Arkansas. According to the 2018
State of the City Report, nearly 38,000 people reside in
Hot Springs.
Garland County is one of the largest counties in the
4th Congressional District. According to the U.S. Travel
Association, travel spending in the 4th Congressional
District totaled $1.4 billion, supporting 13,120 jobs and a
payroll of $256.8 million.
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DEMOGRAPHICS AND
TRAVEL PATTERNS
Longwoods International tracked Hot Springs’s domestic
travel and tourism business in the combined years 2016 to 2018.
In 2018, Hot Springs welcomed 7.9 million visitors. The report
found that an overwhelming majority of visitors to Hot Springs
travel there for leisure purposes. [Longwoods International]
			
Of the travelers visiting Hot Springs,
89% of day-travel visitors and 51% of overnight visitors were
there for leisure. 38% of overnight visits were visits to friends
and relatives, 7% were business trips, and 4% were combined
business-leisure trips. 9% of day-travel visitors were there for
business and 2% for combined business-leisure trips.
[Longwoods International]

Data revealed 74% of visitors to Hot Springs were there for day
trips, while 26% of visitors to Hot Springs were there for
overnight trips. [Longwoods International]
The majority of out of state visitors come from Texas,
Louisiana, Missouri, Tennessee, and Oklahoma, though the
report noted a “fairly sizeable number of tourists” came from
California, Florida, Illinois, and New York. [Longwoods International]
The report provided further evidence that travel and tourism
significantly impact a broad range of Garland County
businesses. In 2018, visitors to Hot Springs spent $186 million
in the restaurant and food and beverage sector; $143 million in
retail stores; $142 million on sightseeing, entertainment and
recreation activities; $129 million on lodging; and $78 million
on local transportation (gas, car rentals, parking and taxis).
[Longwoods International]

U.S. Census Bureau

DEMOGRAPHICS AND
TRAVEL PATTERNS
Longwoods International tracked Hot Springs’s domestic travel and tourism business in the
combined years 2016 to 2018. In 2018, Hot Springs welcomed 7.9 million visitors. The report found
that an overwhelming majority of visitors to Hot Springs travel there for leisure purposes.
[Longwoods International]

OF THE TRAVELERS
VISITING HOT SPRINGS
89% OF DAY-TRAVEL VISITORS
AND
51% OF OVERNIGHT VISITORS
WERE THERE FOR LEISURE.

38% of overnight visits were visits to friends and
relatives, 7% were business trips, and 4% were
combined business-leisure trips.

9% of day-travel visitors were there for business
and 2% for combined business-leisure trips.
[Longwoods International]

74% OF
VISITORS
CAME FOR
DAY-TRIPS

26% OF
VISITORS
CAME FOR
OVERNIGHT
TRIPS
[Longwoods International]

The majority of out of state visitors come from
Texas, Louisiana, Missouri, Tennessee, and Oklahoma,
though the report noted a “fairly sizeable
number of tourists” came from
California, Florida, Illinois, and New York.
[Longwoods International]

The report provided further evidence that travel and tourism significantly impact a
broad range of Garland County businesses. In 2018, visitors to Hot Springs spent
$186 MILLION

RESTAURANT,
FOOD + BEVERAGE
INDUSTRY

$143 MILLION
RETAIL
STORES

$142 MILLION

SIGHTSEEING,
ENTERTAINMENT +
RECREATION ACTIVITIES

$129 MILLION

$78 MILLION

LODGING

LOCAL
TRANSPORTATION

[Longwoods International]

GARLAND COUNTY
TOURIST ATTRACTIONS
Hot Springs has earned recognition as the number one emerging travel destination in the
United States. Each year, Garland County draws millions of visitors with its variety of offerings,
from one-of-a-kind entertainment and shopping to its natural beauty and wealth of outdoor
activities.
2018 was a year of growth for the major tourism draws in Garland County.

OAKLAWN RACING + GAMING
announced plans for one of the largest
tourism-related expansions in state history.
Oaklawn’s $100 MILLION
E X PA N S I O N P R O J E C T

is expected to produce thousands of
construction jobs, hundreds of full-time
jobs, and millions in additional tourist
dollars.

DOWNTOWN HOT SPRINGS
saw continued investment in 2018, with

21 N E W B U S I N E S S E S O P E N I N G A N D
16 C O M M E R C I A L P R O P E R T I E S S O L D
HOT SPRINGS CONVENTION CENTER
and Bank OZK Arena reported an 18%
increase of attendees in 2018.

MAGIC SPRINGS

PHASE ONE OF THE

NORTH WOODS
TRAIL SYSTEM
opened in 2018, providing mountain bike
trails within 10 minutes from downtown
Hot Springs. When completed, the project
will feature over

44 MILES
OF MULTIUSE TRAILS

celebrated its 40th anniversary
with the opening of Brain Drain, the
first new thrill ride addition in 10
years.

MID-AMERICA
SCIENCE MUSEUM
opened its newest permanent
exhibit, the Oaklawn Foundation
DinoTrek, and was successful in
passing a bond-issue campaign to
help fund a 7,000-square-foot
addition to the museum.

for all skill levels.
The Northwoods Trail System will be another
key economic driver for Garland County.

GARVAN WOODLAND
GARDENS
debuted the 28-foot Bob and Sunny
Evans Tree House in the summer.

HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL PARK
Laura Miller was selected by the
National Park Service to serve as
superintendent of Hot Springs
National Park. Miller’s experience
will make her a strong partner in
the local community.

A more-detailed review of attractions
is featured on the following pages.

DOWNTOWN
HOT SPRINGS
Downtown Hot Springs is home to the nationally-known Bathhouse Row, numerous festivals and events, and a
selection of museums, art galleries, restaurants and shopping along Central Avenue.
Downtown Hot Springs saw continued investment in 2018, with over $12 million in capital investment. In the
2018 State of the City Report, City Manager Bill Burrough noted that 16 commercial properties were sold, netting
more than $8 million, and 21 new businesses opened. Public and private investments continue to spur
development downtown. [2018 State of the City Report]
In May, the Greater Hot Springs Chamber of Commerce celebrated the opening of the 100th business in
Downtown Hot Springs since the 2014 fire that damaged the historic Majestic Hotel. U.S. Senator John Boozman
and U.S. Rep. Bruce Westerman were among the notable attendees at the opening of Vault at 723 on Central
Avenue. Cole McCaskill, the Vice President of Economic Development for the Hot Springs Metro Partnership
noted that of the new 100 businesses, 90 are still open, and 66 represent net additions to downtown. Downtown
Hot Springs has seen over $80 million of private capital invested in the four years following the fire. [Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette, 5/16/18]

The U.S. House Natural Resources Committee visited Bathhouse Row in September. The bathhouse
leasing program, whereby Hot Springs National Park has leased six of the eight thermal bathhouses to local
investors, has drawn national attention due to its exemplary status as a successful public-private partnership.
Other notable projects launched in 2018 include a wayfinding signage initiative, historic baseball mural, and
decorative tree lighting project. Led by West Central Arkansas Planning and Development District, National Park
Service, and Visit Hot Springs and through support from the Federal Lands Access Program, the wayfinding

signage initiative will help visitors find their way to and around the downtown business district. The 160-foot
Playing Cards baseball mural in downtown Hot Springs depicts five legendary players, including Babe Ruth and
Jackie Robinson, who had ties to Hot Springs. The decorative tree lighting project, made possible by Downtown
Association of Hot Springs, Visit Hot Springs, and the city’s Parks and Street personnel, will light up 56 trees
downtown year-round. [2018 State of the City Report; The Sentinel-Record, 12/5/18]
Monthly attractions in Downtown Hot Springs include Gallery Walk, where galleries remain open into the
evening and invite visitors to peruse new exhibits from local, national, and international artists. Annual events
include the Main Street Arts and Crafts Festival, the Tom Daniel Holiday Chili Cookoff, the Hot Springs
International Horror Film Festival, and the Hot Springs Christmas Parade, among others. The World’s Shortest
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, held on Bridge Street, continues to be one of the nation’s most popular St. Patrick’s Day
traditions, attracting crowds of more than 30,000 people each year. In 2018, the parade featured former *NSYNC
member Joey Fatone as celebrity grand marshal and Jon Heder of Napoleon Dynamite as the official starter. The
Dallas Cowboys Cheerleaders performed, and the parade included a marching band – the first in its 15-year
history – from a local high school.
Downtown Hot Springs presents a unique assortment of festivals. The Glow on the Row Harvest Festival, which
offered Halloween festivities, took place in late October. The Spa City Rocktober Music Festival, the Valley of the
Vapors Independent Music Festival, and the Hot Water Hills Music and Arts Festival, were also held in the fall.
The World Championship Running of the Tubs, held annually, took place in June, receiving ESPN coverage for
the first time. Teams raced decorated tubs down Bathhouse Row while spectators cheered and sprayed
participants with water guns. The 27th Annual Hot Springs Documentary Film Festival, the longest-running
all-documentary film festival in North America, was held in October.

GARVAN WOODLAND
GARDENS
Garvan Woodland Gardens is a 210-acre botanical garden located
in Hot Springs. Garvan is open daily for group and private tours.
Garvan also features meeting facilities for special events like
workshops, exhibits, weddings, and parties.
Garvan was founded by Verna Cook Garvan in the 1950s and
developed for over forty years. Upon Garvan’s death in 1993, she
bequeathed the property to the University of Arkansas
Foundation so the Gardens could serve the people of Arkansas.
Today, various state agencies, private donors, and members
support Garvan.
2018 was a monumental year for Garvan Woodland Gardens. In
2018, Garvan welcomed nearly 185,000 visitors, a 6% increase
over 2017 visitation. Over 11,000 people attended a wedding at
Garvan in 2018. Nearly 9,000 people participated in Garvan’s golf
cart tours. Revenue from admissions totaled $1.4 million. Garvan
reported 4,200 membership households in 2018.
Garvan hosted a variety of classes and activities for all ages and
interests in 2018, including a fly-fishing expo, tai chi series,
photography exhibit, winter beer testing, and a concert featuring
the Arkansas Symphony Orchestra.
In the spring, Garvan Gardens hosted its annual Daffodil Days and
Tulip Extravaganza, which features over 150,000 tulips. As the
largest display of spring color between Memphis and Dallas, this
annual event remains a large draw for tourists.
Garvan’s most recent addition, the Bob and Sunny Evans Tree
House, opened in the summer. The 28-foot treehouse is the centerpiece of the Evan Children’s Adventure Garden and features
interactive learning exhibits. [Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, 7/1/18]
Garvan’s annual Holiday Lights display featured nearly 5 million
lights and a 50-foot Holiday Tree. The annual display opened
November 17 and ran through the end of the year. Garvan also
hosted concerts, Jingle Dog Pups Parade, Holiday High Teas, and
Santa Nights to celebrate the holiday season.

HOT SPRINGS
CONVENTION CENTER
The Hot Springs Convention Center and Bank OZK Arena host a
number of statewide and regional education-related meetings and
conventions, numerous athletic tournaments, sporting events,
and an array of annual association and professional conventions
and exhibitions.
427,656 people attended events at the Convention Center in 2018,
an impressive increase of 18% over 2017, when 361,354 people
attended events. Travelers attending these events ultimately
spend money at restaurants, gas stations, retail stores, in addition
to lodging.
Located in downtown Hot Springs, the Hot Springs Convention
Center and Bank OZK Arena venue offers 360,000 square feet for a
wide variety of events, meetings, and conventions.
The FLW Outdoors/FLW Cup Bass Fishing Championship
Outdoor Show was held in August 2018. Sports Destination
Management noted the national bass fishing tournament
resulted in an economic impact of over $24 million for Hot
Springs and ranked it among its list of 2018 Champions of
Economic Impact in Sports Tourism. [Sports Destination Management,
11/19/18]

The Arkansas Activities Association’s state tournaments and the
2018 Great American Conference Volleyball Championship
Tournament were held at the Convention Center, as well as the
annual conventions for the Arkansas Bar Association, Arkansas
Farm Bureau, Arkansas Veterinary Medical Association, and many
others. Students from across the state attended the
Environmental and Spatial Technology Inc. (EAST) Annual
Convention, Arkansas Junior and Senior Beta Club Convention,
and Arkansas Band and Choral All State Music Conference. Other
notable events included the Living Proof Ministries event with
Beth Moore, the Spa-Con comic and pop culture convention, and
Arkansas Department of Career Ed\SkillsUSA State Competition,
among others.

HOT SPRINGS
NATIONAL PARK
Located in and around downtown Hot Springs, Hot Springs National Park offers thermal pools, hiking trails,
scenic drives, camping and picnic areas. Designated a federal reserve in 1832 and admitted to the national park
system in 1921, Hot Springs National Park is notable for being the oldest park maintained by the National Park
Service.
Hot Springs National Park attracts and hosts a number of music festivals and arts-related events each year. The
National Park Service offers a variety of programming events, from nature walks to educational programs. In
2018, Hot Springs National Park was recognized in travel articles such as The Most Luxurious Staycation
Destinations in Every State, 18 National Parks You Have to Visit This Winter, Where to Go for a Budget-Friendly Summer Vacation in All 50 States, and Explore the Best National Parks in Every State. [Cosmopolitan, 12/25/18;
Cheapism Blog, 1/8/18; 5/4/18; 8/14/18]

Over 1.5 million people visited Hot Springs National Park in 2018. Visitors to Hot Springs National Park spent
$97.3 million. According to the National Park Service, visitors to Hot Springs National Park supported 1,451 jobs.
Visitor spending contributed $37.3 million in labor income, $69.7 million in value added and $127 million in
economic output. [National Park Service Visitor Spending Effects]
In May 2018, the National Park Service announced the selection of Laura Miller as superintendent of Hot Springs
National Park. “Laura is an exceptional leader who knows how to listen and foster collaboration both within and
outside of government,” said National Park Service Midwest Regional Director Cam Sholly. “She will be a strong
partner to the community of Hot Springs and work with the outstanding NPS staff to continue taking the park

in new directions.” Miller’s notable career included serving as Deputy Superintendent of Buffalo National River
and establishing and developing the Little Rock Central High School National Historic Site and the President
William Jefferson Clinton Birthplace Home National Historic Site. Hot Springs business leaders and city officials
welcomed Miller with a reception at the Hot Springs Regional Chamber of Commerce. [Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, 9/9/18; Targeted News Service, 5/14/18]
Miller’s duties include overall management of the park, its budget, and water and water system. Miller’s biggest project is the historic bathhouses’ leasing program, where she is working to restore bathhouses. “A big part
of my job is to work with the local community and our external partners to help promote the park and to help
guide the park into the future,” Miller said. [Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, 8/26/18]
Hot Springs National Park received notable attention before the federal government in 2018. U.S. Rep. Bruce
Westerman introduced Federal Lands Investment Partnership Act, which would increase the percentage of
offshore oil and gas leasing funds allotted to federal lands controlled by the National Park Service, such as Hot
Springs National Park. In September 2018, Cole McCaskill appeared before the House Natural Resources Committee, where he testified on the incredible impact Hot Springs National Park’s Bathhouse Leasing Program has
had on the community and economy. “The Bathhouse Leasing Program has had an extremely positive impact on
Hot Springs and especially the downtown area. What was once an entire half of downtown that appeared closed
and dark is now open for business. The new businesses that have occupied the bathhouses have set the foundation for a tremendous wave of investment in recent years,” McCaskill said. [Arkansas Democrat-Gazette, 3/7/18;
Congressional Documents and Publications, 9/17/18]

LAKE CATHERINE
STATE PARK
Created in the 1920s, Lake Catherine is one of the most popular lakes
in the Hot Springs area. Lake Catherine State Park is located on the
1,940-acre lake’s shore.
Lake Catherine State Park features a golf course, 70 campsites,
nearly 20 cabins, picnic areas, trails, and a marina. According to the
Arkansas State Parks, approximately 110,000 people visited Lake
Catherine.
Visitors to Lake Catherine State Park can take advantage of guided
hikes, horseback rides, and lake tours, in addition to year-round
programs. Several races were held at Lake Catherine State Park in
2018, including the fourth annual I Love LK 5K, which raised money
for charitable organizations such as Arkansas Down Syndrome
Association, and the Dam Mountain Trail 10K. Spring-time visitors
were able to participate in Lake Catherine’s Easter Egg hunt.

LAKE OUACHITA
STATE PARK
As the state’s largest lake, Lake Ouachita offers visitors ample
opportunities for swimming, skiing, boating, fishing, and scuba
diving. The 40,000-acre lake has the largest shoreline in the state
and is completely surrounded by the Ouachita National Forest.
Lake Ouachita State Park features 93 campsites, picnic areas, trails,
and a full-service marina. According to the Arkansas State Parks,
nearly 207,000 people visited Lake Catherine last year.
Visitors to Lake Ouachita State Park can take advantage of guided
hikes, eagle cruises, and kayak tours, in addition to other year-round
programs. Lake Ouachita held many different events in 2018,
including a First Day hike along the Caddo Bend Trail and bonfire, a
six-hour Guided Kayak Day Adventure, and the Great Backyard Bird
Count. These programs gave visitors the opportunity to enjoy the
varied attractions Lake Ouachita has to offer.

MAGIC
SPRINGS
Magic Springs Theme and Water Park celebrated its 40th anniversary in
2018.
The state’s only theme and water park, Magic Springs offers rides and
attractions for all ages, including roller coasters, thrill rides, and family
and kids rides. The Water Park features thrill water slides, pools and
a lazy river, cabanas, and a family splash zone. The park is open April
through October.
Magic Springs celebrated its 40th anniversary with the opening of Brain
Drain, a 13-story thrill ride towering over 140 feet tall that drops at a
speed of 50 mph. Brain Drain is the first new thrill ride addition in 10
years.
The always popular summer concert series, held on Saturday nights at
the park’s Timberwood Ampitheater, welcomed a diverse group of
well-known artists in 2018. The 2018 Summer Concert Series featured
such notable artists as Martina McBride, Crowder, Skillet, Kansas, En
Vogue, Fog Hat and Blue Oyster Cult.
Attendance and revenue both increased in 2018, due in large part to
these additions and increased advertising in key outer markets in
Memphis, Shreveport, and Monroe.
The park also increased its hours of operations for the popular Magic
Screams attraction during Halloween, which featured haunted
attractions, contests, live shows, and movie screenings, among others.
Magic Springs was open for 115 operating days in 2018. Magic Springs
reopened for the spring and summer season on April 7. Notable events
included Dive-In Movie nights, Cooler Sundays, free admission for first
responders and military members, and a birthday celebration.

MID-AMERICA
SCIENCE MUSEUM
Mid-America Science Museum has been a pioneer in hands-on
science learning since its opening in 1979. The 65,000-square-foot
multi-million-dollar facility features a variety of innovative
exhibits like the Arkansas Underfoot Gallery and Bob Wheeler
Science Skywalk, among many others, and the impressive Oaklawn
Foundation Digital Dome Theater. Conservative estimates
demonstrate that the museum has an annual economic impact of
$14 million in the city of Hot Springs.
In 2018, Mid-America Science Museum welcomed over 108,000
visitors from all over the country, bringing its 40-year total to
over 3,500,000 visitors. Nearly 12,000 visitors traveling with school
groups visited the Museum in 2018. Retail sales totaled over $1.2
million.
Since Mid-America Science Museum’s major renovation and reopening in 2015, over 65,000 students have come to the museum for
educational programming and averages 110,000 visitors per year, a
25% increase in pre-renovation attendance.
Mid-America Science Museum opened its newest permanent
exhibit on Memorial Day weekend. The Oaklawn Foundation
DinoTrek showcases 18 different dinosaur species along a paved
trail on the facility’s 21 wooded acres where children can learn
about various species. This new exhibit will expand programming
to include paleontology and environmental and earth sciences in
school programming, summer camps and weekend events.
Paving the way for future innovative exhibits, Mid-America Science
Museum embarked on a public bond-issue campaign in partnership
with the Hot Springs Advertising and Promotion Commission. In
September 2018, voters in Hot Springs approved a $2 million bond
sale to fund a 7,000-square-foot addition onto the museum. The
new gallery, set to open in 2019, will enable the Museum to host
major science exhibitions that would not otherwise be available to
the public of Arkansas.
The mission of the Mid-America Science Museum is to stimulate
interest in science, to promote public understanding of the sciences
and to encourage life-long science education through interactive
exhibits and programs. Notable galleries include Arkansas
Underfoot, which features biology, geology and topography unique
to Arkansas; The Workshop Gallery, which is comprised of four
workshops based on science and technology concepts; and the
Marvelous Motion Gallery, which explores Newton’s three laws of
motion.

OAKLAWN

Oaklawn Racing & Gaming is Arkansas’s only official horse racing facility and a major
contributor to Garland County’s economy. Oaklawn welcomed more than 2.96 million
people in 2018 and generated $33.3 million in taxes to help fund city, county, and state
governments. 2018 was a momentous year for Oaklawn, as it announced one of the largest
tourism-related expansions in state history.
Oaklawn’s 114th live racing season opened on January 12, 2018 and ran through April 14,
2018. General admission remained free during the 2018 season. Oaklawn’s $900,000 Rebel
Stakes Day, which featured the largest attendance since 2005, was held on March 17,
while the $1 million Arkansas Derby took place on April 14. Oaklawn set a record handle of
more than $16 million on Derby Day, the highest all-source handle since 2000. Total purse
distribution in 2018 totaled nearly $31 million. Daily average purse distribution amounted
to $560,788, making it the third highest in America and the highest in the first quarter of
the year. Oaklawn reported an increase in electronic games of skill wagers, resulting in
approximately $2.15 million in revenue to the city in 2018. [2018 State of the City Report; The
Sentinel Record, 4/17/18]

Oaklawn contributed over $1.4 million to the Oaklawn Foundation, its philanthropic arm,
in 2018. Since the foundation’s inception in 2006, Oaklawn has contributed over $9.3 million. The Foundation’s funds exclusively benefit residents of Garland County. In 2018, the
Foundation supported the Schmieding Home Caregiver Center and the Oaklawn Center
on Aging, which has offered programing to nearly 100,000 Garland County senior citizens
since its founding. Additionally, the Oaklawn Foundation contributed $500,000 for a
first-class facility at the Majestic Park Baseball Complex and $400,000 to National Park
College for their Hospitality and Tourism program’s new Hospitality and Tourism Center.
The Foundation also awarded 118 scholarships to Garland County students to continue
their studies or technical training, for a total of 812 scholarships given since 2006.
In November, Arkansas voters approved Amendment 100 to allow Oaklawn to become a
full casino in 2019. Tax revenue from the casino will fund state highways, while proceeds
from casino gaming will go toward racing prize money at Oaklawn. Accordingly, Oaklawn
Racing & Gaming will change its name to Oaklawn Racing and Casino Resort. Research
by the Arkansas Economic Development Institute indicates the allowance of casinos in
Arkansas could generate up to 6,000 new jobs and $39 million in state and local revenue.
[Associated Press, 10/5/18]

Shortly after, Oaklawn announced plans for a $100 million expansion project to build a
hotel and multi-events center with an additional 28,000 square feet in gaming space. The
$100 million undertaking is one of the largest hospitality investments in the history of
Arkansas. Oaklawn officials expect the seven-story, 200-room hotel and multi-use event
and conference center will create 2,300 construction jobs and eventually result in 400
full-time jobs, as well as $250 million in tourist dollars by the project’s completion in late
2020. [Arkansas Democrat Gazette, 11/20/18]

UNITED STATES
U.S. travelers
Spent
$1.1 trillion
in 2018

Generated
$170.9 billion

in tax revenue for
federal, state, & local
governments in 2018

In 2018, the travel and tourism industry:
Supported
$267.9 billion
in wages

Employed
15.7 million
travel-related
jobs

Ranked 7th
among the
nation’s major
employers

