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Section 1
INTRODUCTION
================================
=
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
The Pleasant Street Historic District Design
Guidelines are based on design principles and
preservation standards set by the United
States Department of the Interior and used by
other states and historic district commissions
across the country. Most importantly, the
guidelines have been created mindful of the
unique history, environment, and architectural
flavor of the Pleasant Street Historic District.

The intended result of the use of these design
guidelines is to preserve the historic
resources of the Pleasant Street Historic
District and to assure that new construction is
in character with the important elements of
the existing historic fabric both in scale and
appearance.

Design guidelines include information about
community policies that are regulated locally
through the Hot Springs Historic District
Commission. Information included is
intended to provide a common basis for
making decisions about exterior changes to
buildings which may affect individual
properties or the overall character of the
district.
As a communication tool between the Hot
Springs Historic District Commission and the
public, these guidelines describe the context
of the Pleasant Street Historic District in
terms of its history and its buildings.
The Guidelines can direct all interested
parties who are concerned with the elements
of restoration, additions and new construction
in the Pleasant Street Historic District to a
proper approach for the resolution of design
problems. They do not dictate solutions, but
define a range of appropriate responses to a
variety of specific design issues found within
the historic district.

-1-

Design Guidelines for the Pleasant Street Historic District

looking communities who have maintained
their historic neighborhoods are now reaping
the benefits of growth and economical
stability in the heart of their cities. Cities
which have adopted ordinance historic
districts are saving not only a part of their
local history, but in a larger sense, the
formative influences that made this nation
great.

These design guidelines provide information
about the kinds of renovation work and new
construction that may be approved by the Hot
Springs Historic District Commission. Also
described within, are the building elements
important to the architectural styles in the
district with a variety of solutions that might
best preserve historic character.
The design review element of the local
ordinance district ensures that changes in the
Pleasant Street Historic District will be in
keeping with the original historic character of
the commercial downtown.
The review process for buildings within the
historic district applies only to the exterior of
properties and is intended to protect the
character of not only the individual buildings,
but of the Pleasant Street neighborhood as a
whole.
Criteria for new construction in the district is
provided so that any new building will relate
to and enhance the existing historic
streetscape.
These guidelines provide the city of Hot
Springs, through the Historic District
Commission, a basis for making informed,
consistent decisions necessary to maintain the
historical integrity of the district.
Three years from the date of adoption of the
guidelines, and every three years after, the
Hot Springs Historic District Commission
should review the design guidelines and any
proposed changes will be available for public
comment prior to revision.
Preserving historic resources makes good
economic sense by increasing property and
resale values. Vital and attractive historic
districts promote a city’s overall quality of
life and illustrate commitment to its heritage
and identity.

Throughout the country, those forward-2-
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ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE
The Hot Springs Department of Planning and
Development is available for assistance in
helping applicants plan and design projects or
improvements which will protect and enhance
the historic character of the Pleasant Street
Historic District. Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA) applications are
available at the Planning and Development
office and staff is available to discuss and
help with completion of the application.
Contact the Department of Planning &
Development in the Municipal Building at
133 Convention Boulevard, (501)321-6856
for information and assistance with the
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA)
application. All work will require review by
the Hot Springs Historic District Commission
prior to issuance of a COA.
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Section 2
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS FOR
REHABILITATION
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
The Standards that follow were originally published in 1977 and revised in 1990 as part of
Department of the Interior regulations (36CFR Part 67, Historic Preservation Certifications).
They pertain to historic buildings of all materials, construction types, sizes and occupancy and
encompass the exterior and the interior of historic buildings. The Standards are to be applied to
specific rehabilitation projects in a reasonable manner, taking into consideration economic and
technical feasibility.

1. A property shall be used for its historic purpose or be placed in a new use that requires
minimal change to the defining characteristics of the building and its site and environment.
2. The historic character of a property shall be retained and preserved. The removal of
historic materials or alteration of features and spaces that characterize a property shall be
avoided.
3. Each property shall be recognized as a physical record of its time, place, and use. Changes
that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or
architectural elements from other building, shall not be undertaken.
4. Most properties change over time; those changes that have acquired historic significance
in their own right shall be retained and preserved.
5. Distinctive features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship
that characterize a property shall be preserved.
6. Deteriorated historic features shall be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of
deterioration requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature shall match the old
in design, color texture, and other visual qualities and, where possible, materials.
Replacement of missing features shall be substantiated by documentary, physical, or pictorial
evidence.
7. Chemical or physical treatments, such as sandblasting, that cause damage to historic
materials shall not be used. The surface cleaning of structures, if appropriate, shall be
undertaken in the gentlest means possible.
8. Significant archaeological resources affected by a project shall be protected and preserved.
If such resources must be disturbed, mitigation measures shall be undertaken.
9. New additions, exterior alterations, or related new construction shall not destroy historic
materials that characterize the property. The new work shall be differentiated from the old
and shall be compatible with the massing, size, scale, and architectural features to protect the
historic integrity of the property and its environment.
10. New additions and adjacent or related new construction shall be undertaken in such a
manner that if removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property
and its environment would be unimpaired.
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
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Section 3
HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGNATIONS
================================
=
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
Historic buildings should be treated with
respect. Any changes, additions or new
buildings should strengthen the design
context of a neighborhood. For the imprint of
change to be positive, thoughtful
consideration must be given.

Local Ordinance Historic District:
A local ordinance historic district offers
protection for properties within the Pleasant
Street Historic District by providing a design
review process, under the provisions of the
Historic District Act (Arkansas Acts 1963,
No. 484, Section 1).
The statute establishes a procedure for
enacting local historic district ordinances.
The City of Hot Springs adopted ordinance
No.3945 under this enabling legislation. In
2005 this ordinance was amended,
designating the Pleasant Street neighborhood
as a local historic district, requiring design
review of all changes made to the exteriors of
properties within the area.
The local historic district ordinance means
that an additional approval, beyond the
normal municipal building permit, is required
for most exterior changes, new signs, new
construction, or demolition to properties in
the Pleasant Street Historic District.
Project applications for a Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA) must be filed with the
Hot Springs Historic Commission c/o Hot
Springs Department of Planning &
Development, Municipal Building, 133
Convention Boulevard, Hot Springs, AR
71902, (501)321-6856.
Approval for projects are given by the Hot
Springs Historic District Commission,
through issuance of a Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA), which are valid for
twelve months. If a project has not begun
after twelve months of the issuance of a COA,
it must be reviewed again by the Hot Springs
Historic District Commission.
-5-
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National Register of Historic Places
District:
The Pleasant Street Historic District was
listed in the National Register of Historic
Places on June 20, 2003, in response to local
and state effort and the recognition of the
importance of the historic buildings in this
neighborhood.
The National Register of Historic Places is
the country's official list of historically
significant properties worthy of preservation.
Authorized under the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966, the National
Register is administered by the National Park
Service under the Secretary of the Interior.
Documentation on properties listed in the
National Register of Historic Places is located
in the National Archives. This extraordinary
collection provides an important perspective
for a complete understanding of the historical
and cultural foundations of the United States.
A listing in the National Register is a
recognition of the significance of that
property to the nation, the state, and the
community and a consideration in the
planning for federal or federally assisted
projects; eligibility for federal tax benefits;
and qualification for federal assistance for
historic preservation, when funds are
available.
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Section 4
PHILOSOPHY OF DESIGN
GUIDELINES
================================
=
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
The principal approach of design guidelines is
the emphasis on preservation over complete
restoration. This view is illustrated through
the use of such words as REPAIR, RETAIN,
MAINTAIN and PROTECT. It is important
to REPAIR original materials rather than
replace them; RETAIN original features like
doors and windows; MAINTAIN original
wall materials and roof lines because they are
integral to the historic character; and
PROTECT original setting of the building to
ensure its integrity.

Design guidelines should serve as a means of
guiding the inevitable changes which will
occur in the historic district.

The primary facade of a building is
emphasized in the design guidelines. Primary
facades are those readily visible from the
street or sidewalk such as the fronts and sides
of a building. Primary facades are the areas
generally given the greatest amount of detail
and decoration and largely define the
architectural character of the property.
These design guidelines are divided into three
major categories:
1) Treatment of Historic Residential
Buildings
2) Treatment of Historic Commercial
Buildings
3) New Construction
The guidelines should serve as a framework
for use by the property owner in
understanding their obligation and by the Hot
Springs Historic District Commission in
reviewing applications for a Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA) in a combined effort
to preserve the unique character of the
historic Pleasant Street neighborhood.
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While the continuity of the Pleasant Street
Historic District’s overall character should be
respected, a certain degree of flexibility is
appropriate in renovation work and in the
design of new infill buildings.
It is recommended that anyone planning
rehabilitation, new construction, additions, or
demolition contact the Hot Springs Historic
Commission through the Planning and
Development office at 133 Convention
Boulevard, (501)321-6856 early in the
planning process.
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Section 5

Review Process
================================
=
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
5.1 Design Review
Design review required for all work
on the exterior of properties within the
Pleasant Street Historic District is
divided into four categories.

Design review helps to ensure that changes in
the area will be in keeping with the original
character of the historic district.

Category I- Ordinary Repair & Maintenance
Category II- Beyond ordinary maintenance
includes projects such as, but not
limited to, doors and windows.
Category III- Restoring original features,
removal of non-original siding, adding
appropriate missing trim or details are
examples of the type of projects in
Category III.
Category IV- New Construction or
Demolition
Check with the Hot Springs Department of
Planning & Development for guidance with
categories.
5.2 Obtain a COA
Applications for Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA) may be obtained
from the Hot Springs Department of Planning
& Development, 133 Convention Boulevard,
Hot Springs, Arkansas 71902, (501)321-6856.
Applicants are to complete the Certificate of
Appropriateness (COA) application and
return to the Hot Springs Department of
Planning & Development office with the
following:
A. An accurate sketch, photograph, or
drawing of each elevation where
changes are proposed, showing
existing appearances and proposed
changes.
-9-
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After obtaining a COA, a building permit
maybe applied for at the Planning &
Development office in the Municipal Building
at 133 Convention Boulevard.

B. A description of materials to be used and
in overall scheme, including but not
limited to: foundation, walls, trim
windows, doors and any other exterior
surface or detail.
5.3 Code

5.6 Public Hearing
If the work requires review by the Hot
Springs Historic District Commission, the
application will be scheduled for the next
regular meeting of the Commission. Regular
meetings are held at 8:30 A.M. the third
Thursday of each month at a location to be
designated.

Work undertaken in the Pleasant Street
Historic District must conform to all codes
and requirements of the City of Hot Springs.
Particular care will be taken to ensure that the
Pleasant Street Historic District guidelines
and city building codes are not in conflict.

The Commission may approve, approve with
conditions, or disapprove the COA
application, contingent on certain conditions
that must be met before the COA is issued.
Upon approval, the Commission staff will
issue the COA, which will include an
itemized list of the work approved.

5.4 Determine if work requires approval
Refer to the Pleasant Street Historic District
Design Guidelines and City of Hot Springs
Ordinance No.3945 and No.5311, or contact
the Hot Springs Department of Planning &
Development at (501)321-6856.

No building permit from the City of Hot
Springs will be issued if the COA application
has been denied. Appeals of the Hot Springs
Historic Commission decision may be made
to the Commission itself, or to the Circuit
Court of Garland County.

5.5 Submission of Application
A COA application must be completed in
detail and filed with the Hot Springs
Department of Planning & Development
office at 133 Convention Boulevard a
minimum of twenty (20) days for Category
II, III and IV, (no time constraints on
Category I), before the next regularly
scheduled meeting. Meetings are held on the
third Thursday of each month at 8:30 A.M .at
the Transportation Plaza. To be included on
the agenda for the next Historic District
Commission meeting, COA applications must
be received by the Planning & Development
office by the designated date prior to a
regularly scheduled meeting in order for the
Historic District Commission to comply with
public notification as prescribed by state
statues.

An authorized representative of the applicant
must be present for COA consideration.
5.7 Work Time Frame
For COAs and building permits to remain
valid, work must begin within twelve months
of issuance of these permits. If plans change
while work is in progress, contact the Hot
Springs Historic District Commission
BEFORE undertaking a change or deviation
from the COA.
Without approval, the work will be
considered a misdemeanor with penalty from
$10.00 to $500. Each day the violation
continues, constitutes a separate offense.

A building permit cannot be issued for
structures within the Historic District until a
Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) has
been approved by the Hot Springs Historic
District Commission.
-10-
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Complete/Submit
COA Application

Review of COA application by
Hot Springs Historic District Commission

OR
Approval by Hot Springs
Historic District
Commission

OR

Deferral of COA
application to be
considered by the
Hot Springs HDC
at a future date

COA application denied

Appeals of decision made be made
to the Hot Springs HDC or to
the Circuit Court of Garland County

Obtain Building Permit
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Section 6

Design Goals
=================================
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

The changes which will occur in the Pleasant
Street Historic District must be managed to
assure that the heritage of the neighborhood
is protected. How and where new buildings
are constructed and how older buildings are
treated will determine the quality of life for
current and future property owners and
visitors.

Design Goals for the Pleasant Street
Historic District :
Protect the integrity and the historic
aspects of the neighborhood.
Foster a sense of community pride in
the area’s history and unity.
Convey a sense of identity and
consistency for the neighborhood.
View the historic buildings within the
district as a collection unique in its
time and place.
Preserve the district’s historic value
through design and cooperation.
Revitalize, maintain and promote
economic stability of both residential
and commercial areas of the district.
Preserve the historic traditions and
style of the Historic District.
Encourage community interest and
promote pedestrian activity.
Promote community development
through partnerships among residents,
businesses, organizations, and
government.

Enhance and protect property
-12-
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values and promote investments.

Alteration of Non-Historic Structures:
Accommodate change in a manner that
is compatible with the historic
character of the historic district,
without imitating it.

Provide technical assistance and
guidance for the regulation and
implementation of all projects within
the district.

Preserve and enhance the historic,
architectural, and cultural features of
the Pleasant Street Historic District.

Design Goals for the Treatment of Historic
Properties :

Minimize negative impact on
adjacent properties with appropriate
developments.

Preserve the integrity of each
individual historic structure.
Maintain the character-defining
features of each building.

Preserve and enhance the sense of
time and place of the Pleasant Street
neighborhood in the context of Hot
Springs’ history.

Avoid alterations that would
remove or obscure historic character.
Enhance the perception and
appearance of historic character.
Restore damaged historic features.
Reconstruct missing historic features,
where adequate documentation exists.
Remove non-contributing alterations
with minimal stress to the structure or
its owner.

Design Goals for New Buildings and
-13-
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Section 7
Historical Overview of the Pleasant
Street Neighborhood
=================================
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

In order for all of the goals in these design
guidelines to be important and obtainable, it
is critical that the existing character of the
Pleasant Street neighborhood and its history
not only be understood but reflected in its
historical structures.

From P.H.O.E.B.E./The Uzuri Project, Special
collection of Utopia Antiques, Hot Springs, AR

Anchored by the Woodmen of the Union
Building on Malvern Avenue off Bathhouse
Row in downtown Hot Springs, Arkansas, the
Pleasant Street Historic District is an area
containing ninety-three buildings representing
the once thriving Malvern Avenue business
district and its adjacent residential
neighborhood. The neighborhood business
district peaked in commercial activity as
numerous black-owned hotels, restaurants,
physicians’ offices, barber shops, dry cleaners
and others thrived alongside white
establishments off the resort town’s tourist
trade during the 1920s and ‘30s. During its
heyday, the prosperous racially-mixed
neighborhood encompassed residential and
business development on Church, Cottage,
Gulpha, Garden and Pleasant Streets,
continuing the growth of previous decades as
home to businessmen and professionals who
helped shape the development of Hot Springs.
Early History
Native Americans considered the hot springs
neutral ground where different tribes came to
hunt, trade, and bathe in peace. Folklore
states that the first European to see the hot
springs was the Spanish explorer Hernando de
Soto in 1541. French trappers and hunters
became familiar with the area in the late 17th
century. The hot springs were included in the
area the United States acquired from the
French government as part of the Louisiana
Purchase in 1803.
The reputation of Hot Springs as a resort town
was well established by the mid nineteenth
century due to the widespread belief that the
hot springs contained medicinal qualities, long
-14-
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used by the Native Americans. Settlers had
begun to build homes in the Hot Springs area
by the early 1800s, hoping to benefit from the
healing waters. The first crude bathhouses
were constructed in 1830 and proved so
popular that two years later, in 1832, the
United States government set aside four
sections of land around the springs as a
reservation to prevent commercial
exploitation. This was the first United States
reservation made for the sole purpose of
protecting a natural resource.
The town of Hot Springs was incorporated in
1851. It was still only a straggling village
consisting of two rows of hotels, bathhouses,
saloons, doctors’ offices and stores. The
Civil War shut off the flow of visitors from
the North and East and many residents
migrated to Texas. Despite its decline during
the war years, Hot Springs was gradually
rebuilt and repopulated after the war. The
town was named the seat of Garland County
in 1874.
By the 1870s, Hot Springs was a thriving
town attracting tourists from across the
nation. Slogans such as “The National Spa”
and “The Nation’s Health Sanitarium” were
used to promote the city. Growth was
facilitated in 1875 with the completion of a
narrow-gauge railroad from Malvern. A
second railroad to Hot Springs was
constructed in 1890 by Colonel Samuel W.
Fordyce. This railroad directly connected Hot
Springs to Arkansas’ capital city, Little Rock.
The new rail line was a standard-gauge
railway, which accommodated the rich and
famous who visited Hot Springs in their
private Pullman cars. Because of the natural
resources of the area, including the hot waters
as well as an abundance of flora, lakes,
streams and breathtaking vistas, Hot Springs
experienced relatively steady growth,
transforming from a small, primitive village
into a fashionable resort.
By 1921 the Hot Springs Reservation was
such a popular destination for vacationers and

those seeking health remedies that the new
National Park Service’s first director, Stephen
Mather, convinced Congress to declare the
reservation the 18th National Park designated
in the United States. Modest buildings
containing bathing facilities were replaced
with elaborate bathhouses along Bathhouse
Row catering to the wealthy patrons who
frequented the city in the 1920s.
Neighborhood History
The earliest black settlements in Hot Springs
go back to the 1860s when Roanoke Baptist
Church was founded in the Whittington
Avenue area. The first pubic school in Hot
Springs for black children operated at the
church.
In south Hot Springs the Reverend Henderson
Patillo organized the Visitor’s Chapel A.M.E.
Church beneath a brush arbor in 1868. A few
years later Visitor’s Chapel to built a
sanctuary at 303 Church Street, about a block
east of Malvern Avenue. Two fires devastated
the building, but it was rebuilt by congregants
after a 1913 fire and remains one of the focal
points of the neighborhood.
Sholes’ Hot Springs City Directory Hot
Springs in 1883-1884 shows that a number of
black residents lived in both the Malvern
Avenue and Whittington areas and worked in
a variety of jobs connected with the city’s
tourism. Many were bath attendants, waiters,
cooks and bellhops, but there were also
grocers, restaurateurs, carpenters, launderers,
educators and politicians. The Hot Springs
city clerk, David H. Harris, was a black man.
A black justice of the peace is listed in the
directory as well as three black police officers.
With the opening of the Army and Navy
Hospital near the neighborhood in 1887,
hotels and rooming houses began to be built
on Church Street and hospital jobs opened up.
The nearby railroad station continued
supplying a stream of people into the area.
Development around Visitor’s Chapel AM.E.
Church had begun in earnest.

-15-
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Clearly the black community was involved in
the fabric of Hot Springs life and had grown
significantly since the Civil War. But the
1890s proved politically unkind as
segregation was legally sanctioned, starting in
Arkansas with a separate coach law in 1891.
Arkansas had enjoyed a relatively good
reputation for racial tolerance compared with
other Southern states until it joined them in
adopting “Jim Crow” segregation laws.
Prior to 1890 black patrons could bathe in the
city’s bathhouses as long as white people
were not present bathing. The free
government bathhouse allowed black and
white customers at the same time during the
evening hours. When the political landscape
changed after 1890, black patrons were
allowed to use only one bathhouse. To use
the free government bathhouse, blacks were
forced to sign a pauper’s oath. Opportunities
for bathing to black people were extremely
limited until the exclusively black Crystal
Bathhouse opened at 415 Malvern Avenue in
1904.
Schools were an important institution in Hot
Springs’ black community. Although none
are still standing, the schools in the Pleasant
Street neighborhood were substantial
buildings such as Goldstein Elementary
School and Langston High School. St.
Gabriel’s Catholic School in the
neighborhood also educated generations of
black students.
By 1915 Malvern Avenue offered a diversity
of trade in a mix of black and white-owned
businesses. According to the 1915 city
directory, there were 45 businesses in a three
block strip of Malvern Avenue between
Church and Garden streets, nineteen of which
were black-owned or operated. The city’s
four black physicians had offices on this
stretch of Malvern Avenue as did black
lawyers. There were hotels located on
Malvern Avenue, Church Street and Cottage
Street. St Mary’s Chapel, built on Cottage
Street in 1906, became the state’s largest

black congregation. Visitors Chapel A.M.E.
Church at 317 Church Street and Union
Baptist Church at 219 Gulpha Street continue
to remain significant centers of life in the
neighborhood.
In 1919 the Woodmen of the Union fraternal
organization purchased the block on the east
side of Malvern Avenue between Gulpha and
Garden streets. The organization’s charter
was transferred from Mississippi to Arkansas
around 1915 by the Grand Lecturer of the
Masons of Mississippi, John L. Webb.
Perhaps the most significant single individual
associated with the historic district, John L.
Webb was born in Tuskegee, Alabama, on
September 17, 1877. The birth of son John L.
to the Reverend B. L. Webb, a Baptist
minister, and wife Henrietta brought the
number of children in the Webb family to
eleven. Reverend Webb was for many years,
in addition to being a Baptist minister, the
moderator of the Baptist Association. In this
capacity, he traveled a great deal, taking his
son John with him often. At an early age,
John L. Webb developed a reputation as a
speaker. John Webb entered the Tuskegee
Institute at the age of nineteen. After
volunteering and serving in the SpanishAmerican War, he returned to Tuskegee
Institute and graduated with a certificate of
carpentry in 1900. He was further granted an
honorary diploma in 1912 due to his
“excellent record of accomplishment.”
Founded in 1881, the Tuskegee Institute was
headed by Dr. Booker T. Washington until his
death in 1915. One of the most prestigious
black educational institutions in the south, the
Tuskegee Institute has graduated many
students trained in technical and professional
fields. George Washington Carver taught at
Tuskegee and conducted his famous
agricultural experiments there.

After obtaining his certificate in carpentry
from Tuskegee, Webb worked in various
-16-
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towns. In 1913 Webb accepted the position of
Grand Lecturer for the Masons of Mississippi,
but the state that year began requiring
fraternal orders to deposit $10,000 to operate
within its borders. Webb, a savvy
businessman who had made good money as a
contractor, came up with the entire $10,000
for the Supreme Lodge of the Woodmen of
the Union. Finally, in seeking a more tolerant
atmosphere, Webb moved the Woodmen’s
headquarters and his family to Hot Springs,
Arkansas around 1918.
Webb’s largest and most significant building
project was the Woodmen of the Union
Building at 501 Malvern Avenue. By 1921
work was underway on construction of the
Woodmen of the Union Headquarters
building on Malvern Avenue. The four-story
brick building spans the entire east side of the
500 block of Malvern between Gulpha and
Garden streets. A full-page advertisement the
Woodmen placed in the city directory for
1921 says that “on April 1st we commenced
the erection of our $100,000 bathhouse and
hospital which will be erected and paid for in
cash without extra taxation or assessment of
any kind, and will open the doors to do
business on October 1.” John L. Webb was
listed as the Woodman of the Union’s
supreme custodian and Dr. E. A. Kendall, the
supreme president. Dedicated on January 17,
1924, the building became the center of
activity in the black community of Hot
Springs. The building housed the various
activities of the fraternity. Also within the
building were a 100-bed hospital and nurse
training school, a 75 room bath hotel, the
Woodman of the Union Bank, an electrically
operated printing plant, professional and
executive offices and a 2,500 seat auditorium,
which featured such attractions as Count
Basie and Duke Ellington.

From P.H.O.E.B.E./The Uzuri Project, Special
collection of Utopia Antiques, Hot Springs, AR

John L. Webb managed, in a few short years,
to strengthen and grow the Woodmen of the
Union fraternal organization from a
membership of 82 in 1913 with significant
debt to a prosperous organization with
membership of over 70,000, with assets of
$600,000 and debt free by 1926.
In addition to relocating the Woodmen of the
Union and construction of their monumental
four-story building, Webb made a significant
impact in the Pleasant Street neighborhood
through construction of a number of the
residential and commercial buildings. One
building he did not construct, however, now
bears the name in memorial of his daughter,
Emma Elease Webb. Built in 1918, the
building at 133 Pleasant Street originally
housed a restaurant, grocery store and offices.
John Webb bought the two-story building in
the 1930s and conveyed it into a school and a
dorm for nurses and bath attendants. Webb
donated the building to the surrounding
community in 1945 as the Emma Elease Webb
Community Center and it remains an
important part of the neighborhood.

-17-
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John L. Webb
From
P.H.O.E.B.E./T
he Uzuri Project, Special collection of Utopia Antiques,
Hot Springs, AR

The house where John L. Webb and his
family lived in Hot Springs remains a focal
point in the Pleasant Street Historic District.
Known for many years as the John L. Webb
House, the Queen Anne style home at 403
Pleasant Street was home to the Webb family
for almost thirty years, from the early 1920s
through the 1940s. The Webb House was
constructed around 1900 by the Edwin
Hogaboom family. Brothers George and
Gilbert Hogaboom were in business with
Milo and Aaron Buckstaff and operated the
Rammelsburg Bath House on Central
Avenue, which later became the Buckstaff
Bath House. By 1912 the Hogabooms had
sold the house to Robert L. Peters who owned
and operated the Peters Brothers Grocery
store at 516 Malvern Avenue.
Originally the 403 Pleasant Street House was
frame, but in the 1920s was veneered in the
dark red brick characteristic of John L.
Webb’s work on many of the buildings in the
neighborhood. The remodeling of the house
by Webb also included installation of a green
tile roof.
City directories available for the years 1923
to the mid 1930s reflect a busy life along
Malvern Avenue and its adjacent residential

streets. The neighborhood flourished amid the
restaurants, grocery stores, barber shops,
rooming houses and churches. The Federal
Writers’ Project of the Works Progress
Administration recorded of Hot Springs’ black
community in the 1930s, “Along Malvern
Avenue and Pleasant Street in the southeast
section of the city live the majority of Hot
Springs’ more than 4,000 Negroes….They
have their own business and recreation
centers, hotels, schools, hospitals, and a
Government-supervised bathhouse. Negro
homes in Hot Springs, many of them
substantial brick residences owned by their
occupants, reflect a stable and fairly high
income level.”
Likewise, the residential neighborhood
changed in the prosperous decades of the
1920s and ‘30s. Although there had been a
significant stock of small frame homes in the
area, they were often replaced by more
substantial homes as the neighborhood grew
and prospered from business along Malvern
Avenue. Many of the physicians whose
offices were located along Malvern Avenue
lived in the adjacent neighborhood. Residents
of the neighborhood included doctors,
dentists, educators, barbers, railroad workers,
bathhouse employees and hotel employees.
Abraham Logan, head waiter at the
prestigious Arlington Hotel restaurant, lived
in the modest Craftsman Bungalow at 319
Garden Street for over thirty years. Neighbors
included the Albert Harris family at 319
Garden, who owned and operated Harris
Funeral Home at 122 Pleasant Street, William
Jackson, a bellman at the Arlington Hotel
lived at 322 Garden.
As the economic effects of the Great
Depression began to take its toll on the
national economy, business in Hot Springs’
black community also declined. With the
downturn in economics and the decline of the
Woodmen of the Union, black businesses
began to diminish and those connected with
the Woodmen, with the exception of a few,
left Hot Springs to find employment
-18-
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elsewhere. By the early 1940s the WOU
Building, which had been kept open and
operated a few years by the Knights of the
Invisible Crusaders, was vacant except for
one doctor’s office.
In the late 1940s, the National Baptist
Association U.S. A. acquired the nearly
abandoned W.O.U. Building and remodeled
it, reopening in 1950 as the National Baptist
Sanitarium and Bathhouse. For the next three
decades, the National Baptist Building
attracted large numbers of visitors, chiefly
through conventions held in the building.
One of the most significant annual
conventions was the Black Teachers
Association. Thousands of convention
attendees, bathhouse visitors, and tourists
helped support the continuance of Malvern
Avenue as an active downtown business
district through the 1950s and 60s. Gambling
in the city ceased in 1967 at the insistence of
Governor Winthrop Rockefeller, and
immediately tourism declined. Segregated
teacher conferences continued until the late
1960s, when white and black teachers’
associations merged, and held annual
meetings in Little Rock. The end of
segregation contributed to a drop off in
business at the National Baptist Hotel and
Bathhouse, which closed in 1981.
On the western edge of the district, Malvern
Avenue is dramatically different from the area
in its heyday. But along other streets in the
district, Gulpha, Garden, Pleasant, Cottage,
Church, the streetscape is relatively intact
enough to convey a sense of time and place in
the era of the district’s status as the center of
Hot Springs’ black community. Brick homes
and buildings line these streets on the interior
of the district. Of the ninety-three buildings
in the district, there are two churches, twelve
commercial buildings, one community center
with the majority of the fabric residential.
The houses are one and two-story modest
buildings often with brick veneer, many
thought to have been originally frame and
remodeled by John L. Webb. The Craftsman

style dominates the design of homes in the
neighborhood, with a few Victorian style
influenced and Colonial Revival style
buildings constructed in the early years of the
twentieth century. Significant representations
of the Colonial Revival, Craftsman, and
Minimal Traditional styles are found
throughout the district.
Although the business community in the
neighborhood has drastically declined and
physically changed through demolition of
much of Malvern Avenue’s historic building
fabric, the residential streets have changed
little. The neighborhood once the center of
black life in Hot Springs is sandwiched
between a major thoroughfare (E. Grand
Avenue/ U. S. Highway 70), the Convention
Center, and the continuously changing
Malvern Avenue thoroughfare. A major
boulevard from Highway 70 leading to the
Convention Center has been constructed
through portions of the eastern areas of the
original historic neighborhood.
Although the Pleasant Street Historic District
is surrounded by changes, the ninety-three
buildings defined by the district boundaries
represent the most cohesive extant area of the
historic black community in Hot Springs
which was the center of African-American
economic and cultural activity that peaked
during the 1920s and 30s and again in the
1950s and 60s.
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Section 8

General Character of the Area
================================
=
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

The Pleasant Street Historic District is the
most intact remaining portion of the historic
residential and commercial center of the black
community of Hot Springs. Though largely
changed from its historic appearance on its
perimeters, the district reflects the
development of the neighborhood through its
built environment containing a collection of
buildings including churches, commercial and
residential, ranging in construction date from
the early 20th century through the 1950s. The
majority of the buildings in the district are
largely restrained in detail, but reflect the
influences of such architectural styles as the
Queen Anne, Colonial Revival, Craftsman,
Moderne, and Minimal Traditional styles.

This chapter describes the physical
appearance of the Pleasant Street Historic
District with its various architectural styles
and building types.

Physical Characteristics of the Neighborhood
The Pleasant Street neighborhood has a grid
street pattern designed for the automobile,
since most of the streets were opened during
the first two decades of the twentieth century.
Long blocks form a northeast-southwest
pattern that is divided in similarly sized
single-house lots with scattered commercial
on the perimeters of the district and along
Pleasant Street. There are few alleys in the
neighborhood.
In many areas of the neighborhood, sidewalks
are separated from the curb by a planting
strip. In addition to the public sidewalks,
most residential properties have private
walkways that lead from the sidewalks to the
front porch of the houses. Most of these are
straight and are paved in concrete.
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Most houses in the neighborhood have
driveways that extend to the street.
Driveways are constructed of poured
concrete, but a few are asphalt, gravel, or dirt.

bricked and a green tile roof added in the
1920s. The dark red brick veneer is thought
to have been added in the 1920s by then
occupant contractor John L. Webb. The
Wallace House at 605 Pleasant Street,
constructed c.1903 is another of the earliest
extant homes in the neighborhood and also
reflects the irregular massing characteristic of
the Queen Anne style.

The majority of lots in the Pleasant Street
neighborhood are relatively level with the
street, however some houses sit on lots that
are raised above the street with a “rolling”
front yard. In some other cases, particularly
where the neighborhood is more hilly, houses
are built on lots elevated above the street and
retaining walls of concrete, stucco, or
fieldstone are used at the sidewalk level.

The Visitor’ Chapel A.M.E. Church at 317
Church Street was constructed in 1913 to
replace a previous building destroyed by fire.
The Visitor’s Chapel A.M.E. Church remains
a cornerstone in the neighborhood.

Building set-backs are relatively uniform in
most blocks of the district. As a result, the
front porches of most houses on a block align.
This contributes to a sense of visual
continuity which is an important feature and
should be maintained..

Residences located at 232 Garden, 234
Garden, 229 Garden, 231 Garden display
modest Colonial Revival style characteristics
in steep hipped roofs, and dormers. Other
examples of the Colonial Revival style feature
full-width porches with principal areas of
interest at entrances, and on cornices. The
Wadkins House at 212 Garden Street is a
more detailed version of the Colonial Revival
style house built in the early years of the
twentieth century. Constructed around 1914,
the house is two and one-half stories with
brick veneer, dormers, full-width front porch
and window detail.

Residential buildings within individual blocks
are similar in scale, for the most part. Some
blocks are composed entirely of single-story
structures. Others may have a combination of
one and one and one-half story buildings. A
few of the residential buildings are two-story,
but these occur less frequently.
With the exception of the Woodman of the
Union Building on Malvern Avenue,
commercial buildings in the neighborhood are
one or two stories.

The most prolific period of development and
growth in the Pleasant street neighborhood
took place in the 1920s. Fifty-one (55%) of
the buildings in the district were constructed
in this decade when tourism related to the hot
waters, gambling, horse racing, and music
caused a significant period of prosperity and
growth in Hot Springs. The Pleasant Street
and Malvern Avenue area, during this time,
was transformed to a bustling neighborhood
with one of the city’s busiest commercial
streets.

Buildings vary in construction materials, but
within a relatively narrow range. Brick
veneer is the dominant materials in the
neighborhood, although wood siding is also
seen. A few houses have been sheathed in
artificial siding.
The Architecture of the Neighborhood
Nineteen buildings in the district were
constructed in the first two decades of the 20th
century. The Queen-Anne style influenced
house at 403 Pleasant Street, known as the
John L. Webb House, was constructed around
1900. Originally frame, the house was

Most of the buildings in the district
constructed in the 1920s are one-story brick
Craftsman Bungalows with the typical
exposed rafters, front porches supported by
columns on piers and low, horizontal
-21-
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Nine buildings in the district were constructed
in the 1940s. The Union Baptist Church at
219 Gulpha built a new sanctuary in the late
1940s to replace a building the congregation
had outgrown. Commercial construction in
the 1940s included the buildings at 203 and
207 Pleasant Street, the gas station at 625
Malvern and residential properties were built
on Grove and Kirk Streets.

emphasis. Most of the houses built in this
area in the district are brick, veneered,
specifically, in dark red brick. A frequent
plan seen is a front corner recessed porch.
Also characteristic of the houses built in this
era is a cast concrete foundation.
Construction of the four-story brick
Woodmen of the Union Building in the 500
block of Malvern Avenue in 1922-23 marked
the most prolific building project in the
district’s history. The stately four story brick
building spans the entire east side of the 500
block of Malvern remains the most
significant structure in the district. John L.
Webb, Supreme Custodian of the W.O.U.,
was responsible for the design and
construction of the building. The red brick
walls are trimmed with cream-colored,
Classical Revival-style terra cotta decorations
including porch columns, brackets, belt
courses and cornices.

The Monte Carlo Liquor Store at 611
Malvern and the Texan Apartment Building at
305 Pleasant Street were products of the
revived popularity of the neighborhood in the
1950s. Six properties in the district were
constructed in the early 1950s. All of these
buildings are faced in buff brick and range
from Minimal Traditional to revival of
Moderne style. The Guinn House at 413
Pleasant was constructed in 1968 and is a
good example of the vernacular ranch form
popular in Arkansas during the time.
Although the business community in the
neighborhood has drastically declined and
physically changed through demolition of
much of Malvern Avenue’s historic building
fabric, the residential streets have changed
little. The neighborhood, once the center of
black life in Hot Springs, is sandwiched
between a major thoroughfare (E. Grand
Avenue/ U. S. Highway 70), the Convention
Center, and the continuously changing
Malvern Avenue thoroughfare. A new
thoroughfare has been constructed through
portions of the eastern areas of the original
historic neighborhood.

Although there is no record of contractor John
L. Webb’s construction projects in the
neighborhood, the use of dark red brick as
seen on many of the residences are thought to
be indicative of his work. Another individual
who constructed buildings in the
neighborhood during the 1920s and ‘30s was
Ed B. Mooney. Mooney operated a storage
company and advertised as a contractor
specializing in well drilling, steam shovel
work and concrete work. Buff brick
characterizes the structures thought to have
been constructed by Mooney as seen in the
Mooney Building at 320-322 Church Street
and the houses at 605 and 607 Malvern
Avenue.
During the 1930s, the growth of the area
reflected the nationwide downturn in the
economy and decline of the peak of prosperity
along Malvern Avenue experienced during
the 1920s. The houses built in the early
1930s- 120, 127 and 129 Grove Street and
108 Pleasant Street- reflect a continuance of
the Craftsman style in their design
characteristics.
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Section 9
Architecture of Pleasant Street
Historic District
================================
=
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Preserving the heritage of the Pleasant Street
neighborhood begins with understanding the
significance of historic architecture. The
quality and diversity of the buildings
concentrated within the district have been
identified as defining elements of the area.
Maintaining the integrity of this historic
architecture, both individually and as a whole,
is key to maintaining the integrity of the
entire neighborhood.
The following description of architectural
styles identifies those represented in the
Pleasant Street neighborhood, and the period
in history during which these styles were
most popular. Familiarity with the defining
characteristics of each style will help in
understanding what design and material
considerations are appropriate for a particular
home or building based on its individual
historic character.
Not every structure falls neatly into one of the
identified architectural style types.
Historically is has been commonplace for a
house’s design to change along with the
current fashion, and to hide or alter the
predominant architectural style of older
homes and buildings. Sometimes the only
indications of a building’s original style are in
the floor plan, roof type, and minor decorative
detailing.
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Sometimes elements of two or more styles
have been combined, either originally or over
a period of time, resulting in a confusing
combination of architectural designs.
However, there is normally some remaining
indiction of the original architectural style and
the elements of that style can then be
identified.
Each style, no matter how modest, has
important features which define its character.
It is the sum of these small details that gives
each house its special character.
These include:
the building materials, whether wood,
masonry or other;
the entrance, with the front steps, porch, and
front door;
the windows and decorative trim around them;
the top of the building with its cornice and
roof lines.
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9.1 QUEEN ANNE
circa 1880-1910
The Queen Anne style was popularized in the
later 19th century and featured an
asymmetrical floor plan and extensive
exterior detailing. This style is generally twostories in height and often features corner
towers, turrets, or projecting bays. Exterior
wall surfaces are often varied with mixtures
of bricks, stone, and wood shingles. Large
wrap around porches with milled columns
and balusters are usually present on the main
facade. Windows are 1/1 sash or of small
multi-light design. Roofs may have slate or
metal standing seam surfaces. In the gables
are often brackets or decorative vergeboard.

403 Pleasant Street

An example of the Queen Anne style in the
Pleasant Street Historic District is the John
Webb House at 403 Pleasant Street.
Originally frame, the house was brickveneered, a Craftsman style brick porch was
added and the roof was covered in tile in the
1920s. However the house still retains many
of the characteristics of the Queen Anne style
such as a steeply pitched roof of irregular
shape with a front-facing gable, cut-away
corner with decorative wood ornament, and a
wrap-around porch.
Another example of the influence of the
Queen Anne style is the house at 609
Pleasant Street with Queen Anne style
irregular massing, cut-away corners and front
porch wrapping around a two-story front bay.

609 Pleasant Street
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Characteristics of the Queen Anne style:
Floor plan is usually asymmetrical
Roof is steep hipped and gabled with multiple
rooflines intersecting and overlapping.
There are corner turrets and multi-sided
towers with steep roofs.
Porches vary in size from a one-bay entry
porch to a full facade width or wrap-around.
Cut-away corners are common.
Wood ornament is often found on porch
supports and in front facing gable roof end.
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9.2 COLONIAL REVIVAL
circa 1880-1955
The popularity of the Colonial Revival style
in the early 20th century was a movement
away from the asymmetrical and ornate
Queen Anne style. It emphasized
symmetrical building plans, classical porch
columns and eave decoration such as
modillion blocks or dentils. Fanlights were
often placed above doors and sidelights.
Windows were often paired with multi-light
glazing in double-hung sashes.
Examples of the Colonial Revival style in the
Pleasant Street Historic District are found at
212 and 308 Garden Street.
Characteristics of the Colonial Revival
style:

212 Garden Street

Plans are generally symmetrical.
Porches have columns with plain or simple
Greek order capitols and are either round or
square.
Roofs usually have dormers for the attic.
Entryways are accentuated and have a
decorative panel door with sidelights and/or a
transom or fanlight above the doorway.

308 Garden Street
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9.3 CRAFTSMAN BUNGALOW
circa 1905-1930
The Craftsman style was the most common
architectural style in America in the early
part of the 20th century. It is characterized by
square plans with low pitch gable or hipped
roofs, often with shed roof dormers.
Windows are double-hung sash with three or
more vertical lights in the top sash and a
single-light bottom sash. Craftsman style
dwellings have large broad porches which
usually extend across the front facade and are
supported by tapered columns resting on
stone, frame or brick piers. Crafttsman
dwellings emphasized the horizontal, with
wide windows and wide roof eaves. In many
examples, rafter ends and knee braces are
visible below the eaves.
The word “bungalow” denotes a type of
house rather than a style. It is believed that
the word comes from a type of East Indian
dwelling with broad verandas. This immense
popularity in the United State springs from a
rejection of the constraints of the Victorian
era, from the Arts and Crafts movement, and
from the fact that it lent itself well to both
modest and impressive house designs.
Although bungalows display a variety of
materials and details, they are easily
recognized by their wide, low-pitched gabled
roof, full or partial porch and beams or braces
added under gables. Common details found
in the Pleasant Street neighborhood include
knee braces along the gabled roof line and
columns on pedestal bases supporting
porches. Stone or brick is frequently used in
the tapering square porch supports. Other
common Craftsman details include gable
dormers and a wide overhang of the roofline.
Commonly seen on Craftsman Bungalows is
a second story room, often referred to as an
“airplane bungalow”.
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The Craftsman Bungalow, which originated in
southern California, was heavily publicized in
domestic magazine and pattern books at the
beginning of the twentieth century. As a
result, it became the dominant style for
American small houses during the first three
decades of the twentieth century.

Characteristics of the Craftsman
Bungalow:
Rectangular plan with one or two stories
Different roof types
Exposed rafters, brackets, knee braces
Broad eaves
3/4 or full-width front porch
Thick, tapered porch supports
Sets of three windows
Wooden doors with panels and windows in
the upper third
Dormers that follow the line of the roof
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9.4 MODERN MOVEMENTSMINIMAL TRADITIONAL c. 1935-1950
RANCH c. 1935-1975
Minimal Traditional Style
In the latter years of the Depression era, a
type of home construction which attempted
to reflect the various revival style in a form
with minimal use of decorative detail began
to appear. Begun in the 1930s and interrupted
by World War II, this is the same type house
built in large numbers in tract-housing
development following the war.
This style represents a simplification of
traditional architectural styles. Decorative
details were sacrificed, but similar plans
persisted in this type of house, which were
usually clad in wood, brick, stone, synthetic
materials or a combination of materials.
Minimal traditional houses, which are usually
small one-story residences, proliferated
before and immediately following World
War. Some occasional two-story examples
are seen such as the Texan Apartment
Building at 305 Pleasant Street.

305 Pleasant Street

Characteristics of Minimal Traditional
style:
Gabled or cross-gabled roof lines
Brick veneer, permastone, or synthetic lap
siding
Usually one-story
Small entry landing or porch
Little or no detailing
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Ranch Style
The standard Ranch style is a long, low brick
house rambling and sprawling over a large
grassy yard. Almost always a two-car carport
or garage is attached to the side of the house.
Instead of a front or side porch, the backyard
patio became the preferred open-air living
space in ranch houses. Exterior detail is deemphasized, though wrought iron columns
and balustrade, decorative shutters, and
picture windows are seen in this style house.

413 Pleasant Street

Characteristics of the Ranch style:
Long, low brick form
One-story
Carport or garage attached to side
Small entry porch
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9.5 COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS
The commercial storefront of the first half of
the twentieth century is the most common
type of historic commercial building found
today in historic districts.
The term “vernacular”, meaning relating to
the local region, is used in building style
terminology to define those small general
details that give a building its distinctive
appearance.
The vernacular commercial building features
limited ornamental detail, but where it does
exist, is simple and limited to a shallow
molding as a cornice. Vernacular
commercial buildings constructed after 1920
often include the use of cast concrete details
in parapet roof banding and other minor
design patterns.

501 Malvern Avenue

The ground floor of the commercial building
is commonly “transparent”, or glass fronted,
so goods can be displayed, while the
windows on upper stories are smaller, usually
reserved for office, storage, or residential
space.
Two of the commercial buildings in the
Pleasant Street Historic District have
distinctive characteristics of a particular
style.
The Woodman of the Union Building at 501
Malvern Avenue displays characteristics of
the Classical Revival style with its terra cotta
decorations including porch columns,
brackets, belt courses and cornices. The
building at 611 Malvern represents the late
Art Moderne design in its glass block
windows
Early 20th Century Vernacular
Commercial Characteristics:
Large ground floor front display windows
Transom lights
Cast concrete detail
Flat roof with parapet

611 Malvern Avenue
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Section 10

GUIDELINES FOR EXISTING
RESIDENTIAL BUILDINGS
================================
=
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
10.1 ADDITIONS
A. Additions shall be of compatible design
in keeping with original structure’s character,
roof shape, materials, colors, and alignment of
windows, doors, and cornice height, etc.
B. Additions should be secondary
(subordinate) to the original structure in scale,
design, and placement.
C. Additions should be located on the rear
facade, not on the primary facade or visible
parts of the secondary facade.
D. Additions should not be constructed in a
manner that avoids extensive removal or loss
of historic materials and does not damage or
destroy character-defining features.
E. It is recommenced that the interior walls
of the original structure be kept intact and
existing openings utilized.
F. Additions should not be created through
enclosure of a front porch or architecturally
important prominent side porch.
G. Excavation adjacent to historic
foundations should avoid undermining the
structural stability of the historic building.
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A. Materials original to the building should
be preserved where possible.

10.2 ANCILLARY STRUCTURES
A. Existing structures
1. Should be maintained in good
condition.
2. If visible from street, should
maintain original style, scale, and
materials.

B. Brick and masonry shall never be
sandblasted or subjected to any kind of
abrasive cleaning. High pressure water
cleaning (over 600 pounds per square inch)
should never be used on brick or masonry.
These processes damage brick surfaces and
erodes mortar joints. Low pressure water
cleaning is acceptable if the pressure is kept
between 200 and 600 pounds per square inch,
with 450 the recommended pressure.

B. New structures
1. Follow guidelines in Section 12,
Guidelines for New Construction.
10.3 ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS &
FEATURES

C. Brick and masonry shall be cleaned with
detergent cleaners or chemical agents.

A. It is preferable to repair rather than
replace an original architectural detail or
feature.

D. To avoid needlessly introducing moisture
or chemicals into the building, brick and
masonry should be cleaned only when
necessary to remove heavy soiling and to stop
deterioration.

B. It is not appropriate to add details unless
original and authentic to the based on
physical, pictorial, or historical evidence (not
conjecture) in materials, scale, location, form,
and detailing.

E. Paint removal should not be done if the
paint is firmly adhered to, and therefore
protecting the masonry surface.

C. Original details should not be removed or
changed.

F. As a general rule, brick and masonry
should not be painted unless in the case of
brick, the brick is extremely mismatched from
earlier alterations or cannot withstand
weather.

10.4 AWNINGS
A. Should not cover architectural features.
B. Should be of colors to blend with the
structure.

G. Brick and masonry should not be
stuccoed.

C. Should be made to fit opening and shall
be of a shape appropriate to the house.

H. Mortar in need of repair should be
removed using hand tools. Electric powered
saws and tools can damage older bricks.

D. Shape of the awning shall compliment
the house.

I. Repointing should match original width,
depth, color, raking profile, composition and
texture.

Note: Awnings have traditionally been used
for more function (shade) than for decoration.
In terms of decoration, awnings have fallen in
and out of favor over the years. If too many
awnings are used on too many dwellings in a
area, the result can be visual clutter.
10.5 BRICK AND MASONRY

10.5 BRICK AND MASONRY
(Continued)
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A. Should generally be avoided unless
necessary to access an appropriate new
parking location.

J. Repointing should never be done with
Portland cement or other hard mortar but with
original compounds, if it can be determined,
or with a historic compound. Original type
mortar compounds allows for expansion and
contraction, while hard mortar or cement
prevents the expansion and contraction
process.

B. Should be constructed to match the
historic or traditional curb cuts of the district
in size, color, materials, and configuration.
C. Curb cuts should conform to Hot Springs
Planning Department for allowable location.

K. Concrete masonry unit should not be
used as a finished surface.

10.9 DECKS
L. Features that are missing may be
replaced where extensive deterioration require
it, if it is accurately duplicated.

A. Decks should be located on the rear and
screened where visible from the street view
with fencing and/or plants and shrubs.

10.6 CHIMNEYS
B. Decks should be stained or painted to
match or blend with the house if visible from
the street view.

A. Chimneys which are prominent features
of the structure shall not be removed or
changed, if original. It may be appropriate to
remove non-functional secondary chimney.

C. The style of the deck and its balusters
and railings should match the style of the
house.

B. Chimneys should be repointed and
cleaned according to masonry guidelines to
match original material, color, shape, brick
pattern, and tooling.

D. Decks should be kept to a minimum and
subordinate to the house and yard in size and
scale.

C. If reconstruction of a chimney is
necessary due to structural instability or
deterioration, it should be rebuilt in the
original configuration.

E. Inappropriate decks shall be made
compatible with the building or must be
removed prior to the approval of any new
decks.

10.7 CODES

10.10 DEMOLITION

A. All applicable construction codes of the
City of Hot Springs, Arkansas must be strictly
adhered to.

A. The demolition of any original feature or
part of a historic building should be avoided.
B. Demolition of a building or ancillary
structure which contributes to the historic or
architectural integrity of the historic district
should not occur, unless:

B. Health codes will be strictly enforced.
C. Any work requiring approval from the
Historic District Commission will take into
account city-wide code regulations.

1. Public safety and welfare requires
the removal of a building or structure

10.8 CURB CUTS
10.10 DEMOLITION (Continued)
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compatible colors. Silver aluminum storm
doors on the primary facade is discouraged.

as determined by the building or code
inspector and concurring reports from
a structural engineer, architect, or
other pertinent registered
professionals acceptable to the Hot
Springs Historic District Commission.
2. Where economic hardship (no
reasonable return on or use of the
building exists) has been demonstrated
and proven.
3. The building has lost its original
architectural integrity and no longer
contributes to the district.
4. Where rehabilitation is undesirable
due to severe structural instability or
deterioration of a building.

G. Security doors should be simple, without
excessively ornate or decorative grillwork.

5. No other reasonable alternative is
feasible, including relocation of the
building.

10.12 DRIVEWAYS
A. The original designs, materials, and
placement of driveways should be preserved.

10.11 DOORS
B. Driveways for houses should be located
to the side with garages and carports sited in
the rear yard unless the original carport and/or
garage was located to the side.

A. Original doors and/or their entranceway
surrounds, sidelights, transoms, and detailing
shall not be removed or changed.

C. Concrete, concrete aggregate, patterned
concrete, or brick are permitted for
driveways. Concrete “tracks” for driveways
was historically used and is encouraged for
new paved driveways in the historic district.

B. Replacement of missing original doors
should be like or very similar to the original
in style, material, glass area, and pane
configuration.
C. Extra doors should not be added to the
primary facade or to the secondary facades
where readily visible from the street.

D. Asphalt driveways for residences are not
permitted.
E. Driveways should have their parking
pads located in the yard nearer the alley than
the structure and screened with hedges,
shrubs, or fences where easily visible.

D. Doors, if added where inconspicuous on
secondary or rear facades, should be similar
to the original doors.

F. Front yards are not permitted to be paved,
covered with gravel, or otherwise used as a
parking area.

E. Original screen doors should be
preserved and maintained.
F. Storm doors should be full view and
baked-on enamel or anodized aluminum in

10.13 FENCES AND WALLS
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visible from the street. Existing chain link
fences may be screened through use of hedge,
ivy or other creeping cover or muted through
painting in shades of dark green or black.

A. If historic documentation that fences or
walls existed, it may be appropriate to
reconstruct a similar type fence or wall.
B. Iron, wood, stone, or ,brick fences or
walls that are original to the structure should
be preserved , or if missing, may be
reconstructed based on physical or pictorial
evidence.

I. Fences of split or horizontal rails are not
appropriate.
J. Fences of railroad ties or timbers, whether
freestanding or as retaining walls, are not
appropriate.

C. Iron fences are appropriate for
substantial-sized structures.

10.14 FIRE ESCAPES
A. Fire escapes are not permitted unless
required by the appropriate city official, and
no other means of escape is reasonably
feasible. Fire escapes are required to be
located where not readily visible from the
street.
D. New fences including wooden picket
designs may be constructed on side or rear lot
lines. They should be painted; be no taller
than three-and-a-half feet; have pickets no
wider than four inches and set no further apart
than three inches; and of a design which is
compatible with and appropriate to the house.

10.15 FOUNDATIONS AND WALLS
A. Foundation walls should be preserved in
their original design and with original
material and detailing.
B. Infilling between piers should be done as
traditional for the type and style of the house,
generally with wood lattice framed panels;
with brick of color, tooling, and mortar color
appropriate for the period of the house.

E. Wood board fences for privacy should be
located in the rear yard; generally no taller
than eight feet; set back from the front facade
(wall plane) of the structure at least half-way
back from the front to the back wall; of flat
boards in a single row ( not stockade or
shadowbox); stained or painted to blend with
the structure; and of a design compatible with
the structure.
F. Free-standing brick, stone, or concrete
walls are not permitted, unless original.

C. Foundations should not be concrete,
plywood, corrugated metal, or shingles.
D. If of masonry, foundation should be
cleaned, repaired, or repointed according to
masonry guidelines.

G. Fences should not have bricks, stone, or
concrete piers or posts unless based on
evidence that such piers or posts are
historically appropriate to the district.
10.16 GARBAGE COLLECTORS
H. Chains link fences are not permitted in
the front of historic residences but may be
located in the rear yard where not readily

A. For residential areas in the historic
district, it is not permitted for a single family
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C. Plant materials other than that which may
be required for parking lots do not require
approval.

home to have a permanent garbage collector.
If (as in the case of a multi-family residential
building), a garbage collector is necessary, it
should be to the rear of the house, or movable
to the location of garbage pickup.

D. Landscaping should not overwhelm a
dwelling or conceal or obscure its primary
facades.

B. In no case should bagged, boxed or any
other garbage other than in permanent
garbage collectors be placed on the street
regular pickup days longer than 24 hours.

E. It is important to maintain the large trees
which line the street or residential areas of the
historic district through regular pruning.
Missing trees should be replaced when
possible in similar patterns to the original.

10.17 GUTTERS
A. Boxed or built-in type gutters should be
repaired rather than replaced if possible.

F. Landscape projects should be considered
an important part of any site rehabilitation or
new construction. In such cases, continuing
the planting strip of trees at the street edge,
use of landscaping to buffer parking, and
landscaping to accent the scale, proportion,
and massing of a building is encouraged.

B. Downspouts should be located away
from significant architectural features on the
front of the house.
C. Gutters should provide proper drainage
through use of downspouts and flashing if
needed to avoid water damage to the house.

Note: Although landscaping planting does not
require approval, general considerations are
to use landscape plants native to central
Arkansas such as boxwood, dogwood, roses,
and azaleas. Maintain, do not remove,
historic or early landscaping, especially trees
(prune and regularly maintain mature shade
tree). Keep new landscape patterns as
historically traditional for the neighborhood;
and avoid concealing architectural features
of the historic building.

10.18 DISABLED ACCESS
A. Ramps should be located for easy access
to the house.
B. Ramps should be of stained or painted
wood construction.
C. Ramps should be screened with
landscaping of low shrubbery to soften their
appearance where possible.
10.19 LANDSCAPING
A. Features that are original or early (pre1955) such as sidewalks, planned green space,
retaining walls, curbs, stepping blocks, etc.
should be preserved.

B. Plant beds of railroad ties, cut wood, and
concrete should be avoided.
10.20 LIGHTING

-38-

Design Guidelines for the Pleasant Street Historic District

may be filled with caulk followed by putty or
plastic wood. The surface should be sanded,
allowed to dry, and painted.

A. Lighting fixtures original to the
residence should be preserved.
B. Fixtures to be added should be from the
period of the structure, or if new, simple in
design, based on traditional designs of the
early twentieth century, and mounted on
porch ceiling or on exterior wall adjacent to
the primary entrance.

4. Where exterior siding has to be
replaced, replacement siding should match the
profile of the existing siding.
5. Keep exterior brick clean of
mildew, efflorescence, and dirt. Also keep
exterior brick clean of vines, ivy, and other
plant material. Washing with detergents and
water are best for exterior masonry and
mortar. Sandblasting and other abrasive
cleaning methods are detrimental to historic
building and are strongly discouraged.

C. Security lighting, such as flood lights,
should be mounted on secondary and rear
facades.
D. Small flood lights rather than free
standing post-mounted lights are appropriate
for walkway and driveways.

6. Repointing historic mortar should
be with a mortar which matches in
appearance, color, and composition. The use
of Portland cement is generally not
appropriate due to the hardness of the mortar
versus the softness of the brick. (Most mortar
prior to 1900 was composed of lime and sand
and mortar of the similar content should be
applied.)

E. Fixtures to be avoided are carriage lamps
or any fixtures evocative of a period earlier
than the building. Refer to historical
photographs and research for lighting fixtures
appropriate to the period of the building.
F. Post-mounted in residential front yards
should not exceed eight feet in height and
should not be brass, copper, or painted metal
on post of cast iron or painted metal.

7. Most silicone based or damp
proofing coatings have a limited effectiveness
and may actually add to moisture problems by
not allowing the brick to breathe. The use of
these products is discouraged.

G. Street lighting in residential district
should provide effective security for the
neighborhood without compromising the
historic large trees lining the streets.

B. Roofs, Cornices, Chimneys
10.21 MAINTENANCE
1. Check the roof regularly for leaks,
deterioration of flashing, and worn roof
surfaces such as on rolled or asphalt shingles.
An inspection of the upper floor or attic space
during or following a rainstorm can also assist
in detection of water related problems.

A. Materials
1. Prevent water from making contact
with exterior wood siding. Of particular
importance is keeping all gutters and
downspouts in good repair to keep water from
infiltrating the wood surface.
2. All exposed wood should be kept
painted or treated with preservatives
3. Repairs for wood siding such as
cracks can be made through the use of
waterproof glue or plastic wood. Large cracks

10.21 MAINTENANCE (Continued)
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2. Know what metals are used in your
cornice or roof’s flashing and use only similar
metals during replacement or repair. Different
metals should not touch each other or
galvanic action may occur leading to
corrosion.

1. Use pressure treated wood for
exterior repairs and replacement or porch
decks.

3. Exterior metal including cornices
should be kept painted to prevent rust and
deterioration.

F. Entrances

2. Keep all porch and other exterior
trim elements painted.

1. Doors, transoms, and sidelights
should be kept clean and in good order.

4. Chimneys should be regularly
checked for cracking, leaning, spalling, and
infestation by birds and insects. The use of
chimney caps over the chimney of flue
opening is recommended to keep out
moisture.

2. Original locks and hardware should
be kept oiled and in good repair. If original
hardware is missing or is deteriorated, the use
of reproduction locks and hardware suitable
for the building is recommended.
3. Doors with stain wood finish should
be kept varnished. Paint over the wood finish
is not recommended.

C. Gutters and Downspouts
1. Keep gutters and downspouts in
good repair. Make sure they are properly
connected, are clean of leaves and other
debris, and channel water away from the
building. Seal all cracks in downspouts with
silicone caulk or sealant.

G. Windows
1. Windows should be kept clean and
in good working order. Wood sash surfaces
should be painted regularly.

2. The use of splash blocks to keep
water from the foundation is recommended.

2.Window panes should be kept
caulked to aid in energy conservation.

3. Gutters and downspouts which are
deteriorated should be replaced with new
gutters and downspouts. Half-round gutters
and round downspouts are preferable to
corrugated designs.

3. Shutters should be kept painted and
in good repair.
4. Deteriorated curtains and shades
behind windows should be removed or
replaced.

D. Foundations
H. Awnings
1. All water should drain away from a
building and should not enter the foundation.

1. Canvas awnings should be washed
periodically and kept in good repair.

2. Trees, shrubs, and other plants
should be kept well away from the foundation
to prevent damage from moisture and root
movement

2. Awning hardware should be
regularly checked for rust or loose
mechanisms.

E. Porches and Exterior Ornamentation

10.21 MAINTENANCE (Continued)
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a major wall material to any building which
did not originally use stucco as the dominant
exterior wall material and shall not be
permitted.

3. Awnings which become torn or
otherwise deteriorated should be replaced.
I. Signs
1. Abandon signs and sign hardware
should be removed from building, unless
determined to be of historic significance.

10.22 MATERIAL CHANGES

Note: The application of synthetic wall
material such as aluminum and vinyl siding
has long been discouraged by
preservationists due to the fact that the
placement of these materials may seal the
wall and cause the wood to rot. In many
causes , existing rotted wood is not removed
and structural integrity of the house is at risk
due to unseen progressive decay. Artificial
siding is not necessarily a solution to
painting. Paint companies now sell a paint
specifically developed for aluminum siding.

A. The use of substitute materials in making
repairs or in replacing missing features shall
be avoided.

10.23 MECHANICAL SYSTEMS

2. Signs should be kept painted and
mounting bolts should be checked
periodically to make sure they are secure.
3. Light fixtures, conduits, and wiring
for signs should be inspected regularly and
replaced when necessary.

A. HVAC units should be located where not
readily visible from the street.

B. Application of such uncharacteristic
materials such as steel siding, aluminum
siding, vinyl siding, imitation stucco, concrete
board, and metal frame windows obscures the
original character of the building and shall not
be used.

B. System, if visible, should be screen with
shrubbery or fencing.
C. Window air conditions should be located
in windows on the rear or side facades and
should not result in the removal or
replacement of the original window sash or
surround.

C. Saving deteriorated parts which must be
replaced may later assist in reconstructing
features. Items such as wood siding, soffits,
fascias, brackets, ornamental shingles,
wooden sash windows and doors can newly
be restored or duplicated.

D. It is preferable for electrical and gas
meters and other mechanical equipment to be
located on the rear facade. Overhead wiring is
discouraged.

D. If original siding materials are permitted
to be replaced, the siding should match the
original as closely as possible, especially with
respect to board size and shape. Original
corner boards should be duplicated in their
full original width and depth.

10.24 MOVING BUILDINGS
E. Repair existing stucco and stucco texture.
It is inappropriate to remove stucco from any
originally stuccoed surface or to add stucco as

A. It may be appropriate to move a historic
building into the historic district if that
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D. Matte finishes are preferred to glossy.
Use bright color only for accents or to
highlight entries.

building is compatible with the district’s
architectural character through style, period,
height, scale, materials, setting, and
placement on the lot.

E. Do not paint brick, stone, or other
naturally unpainted materials unless the
material has been painted previously.

B. New foundation wall should be
compatible with the architectural style of the
building.

F. Color determinations should be based on
historic schemes appropriate for the style of
the building. Assistance and reference
materials are available from the Department
of Planning and Developments to aid in
determining appropriate paint colors.

C. Moving an existing historic building out
of the district that contributes to the historic
and architectural character of the district
should be avoided unless demolition is the
only other alternative.

G. “Liquid Siding” is prohibited.

10.25 NON-HISTORIC BUILDINGS
A. Although a building may not be historic
at the time, some day will be (it is generally
accepted that a building is considered
“historic” when it reaches fifty years). Each
building has its details and characteristics
which give that a particular building its
uniqueness. Non-historic buildings should be
maintained as close to their original design as
possible.

10.27 PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS
A. New park space should conform to its
location. In a residential area, a low impact
park with playground equipment and benches
is appropriate. Landscaping should be
conform with the surrounding area with as
many original shade trees as possible.
B. Proposed new playground equipment
should be reviewed by the Hot Springs
Historic District Commission.

10.26 PAINT COLORS
A. Paint colors should highlight
architectural details where historically
appropriate. Colors should be compatible with
the building’s style and period of
construction.
B. Craftsmen style homes (which comprise
the majority of the residents in the historic
district) were generally painted or stained in
deep rich tones with lighter trim. Colonial
Revival buildings are generally pale tone with
one or two accent colors.

C. Avoid too many colors or colors
inappropriate for the construct time period of
a building.

10.28 PARKING AND PARKING LOTS
A. No property shall be converted to
parking usage without Historic District
Commission approval.
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missing parts, such as columns, post, railings,
balusters, decorative molding and trim-work,
to match the original in design, materials,
scale, and placement.

B. Parking is not permitted in the front
yards of houses in the historic district.
C. Residential parking areas should be
gravel or concrete instead of asphalt.

E. Porch rails and columns should not be
replaced by wrought iron or other noncompatible materials.

D. Parking lots for houses used for
commercial purposes, churches, apartment
buildings, or schools should be located in the
rear, if possible. If necessary for parking lots
to be located on the side of a building it
should be spaced no closer to the street than
the front wall of the building.

F. Side and rear facade porches generally
should not be enclosed, but if not readily
visible from the street, may be ; if the height
and shape of the porch roof is maintained; and
if the material and size of opening matches
the main building.

E. Parking lots on corner lots should have
edge screening on both the primary and
secondary street.

H. Front porches shall not be screened.
I. Although discouraged, side and rear
porches may be screened, if the structural
framework for the screen panels is minimal
and the open appearance of the porch is
maintained.

10.29 PAVING
A. Paving should be gravel or concrete
instead of asphalt for residences.
B. It is appropriate for paving of driveways
to houses to be of gravel or concrete (tracks
or narrow strips) where visible from the
street.
C. The use of paving in any location other
than drives and parking areas is prohibited.

J. Porches should have wood tongue and
groove flooring running perpendicular to the
facade (unless the floor is concrete).

10.30 PORCHES
A. The porch in its original design was
intended as a focal point for the entrance to
the house and should not be removed if
original.
B. Porches on the front and side facade
should be maintained in their original
configuration and with original materials and
detailing.
C. Existing porches shall not be enclosed.
Enclosure or removable of a porch can make
a building facade seem flat. Without a porch
there is no transition from sidewalk to house.

10.31 RETAINING WALLS
A. Stone, brick, or concrete retaining walls
that are original to the building (or built
before) should be preserved and maintained.

D. Porch details should be retained and kept
intact with repair work and replacement of
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. D. Screen doors, if new, should be wood
and full-view or with structural members
aligned with those of the original door.

B. New retaining walls require review and
approval by the Historic District Commission.
10.32 ROOFS

E. Window screens should be wood or
baked-on dark anodized aluminum and fit
within the window frames, not overlap the
frames. The use of natural aluminum color is
not permitted.

A. The original shape and pitch of the roof
with original features (such as cresting,
chimneys, finials, dormers, etc.) Should be
preserved and, if previously altered, replaced
with original form and detailing.
B. The use of composition shingles is
appropriate if the original material is not
economically feasible. Dark colors are best
for historic buildings.

10.35 SECURITY DOORS & WINDOWS
A. Security doors located on primary
facades should be simple and without
excessively ornate or decorative grillwork.

C. Unless original to the house, dormers
should not be placed in front rooflines. The
addition of dormers to secondary and rear
facades is appropriate if in keeping with the
character and scale of the house.

B. The use of security bars on primary
facade windows is not permitted.
10.36 SIDEWALKS

D. Skylights, decks, or balconies should not
be added to a roof where visible from the
street.

A. Sidewalks original to the property or
district should be preserved.
B. Public sidewalks to be added should be
concrete with dimensions, colors, and
placement like original or early sidewalks in
the district.

10.33 SATELLITE DISHES
A. Satellite dishes should only be installed
in rear yards or side yards not visible from the
street.

C. Sidewalks should not be aggregate
(pebble-surfaced) or asphalt.

10.34 SCREENS
A. Screening of front porches is not
appropriate.
10.37 SIDING
B. Side and rear porches may be screened if
the structural framework for the screen panels
is minimal and the open appearance of the
porch is maintained.

A. Siding original to the building should be
repaired and maintained. Replacement is
permitted only when necessary due to
deterioration as determined by the Historic
District Commission.

C. Wood screen doors should be preserved
and maintained if original.
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A. Steps and walks original to a property
should be retained and maintained.

B. Siding of artificial or substitute materials
such as steel, concrete board, vinyl or
aluminum is prohibited.

10.44 STORM WINDOWS & DOORS
C. Wall shingles original to the building
should be preserved but if replacement is
necessary, the new shingles should match the
original in size, placement and design.
Replacement with siding is not appropriate.
(See note following Sec 22- Material Changes
page 41 for discussion of synthetic siding)

A. Storm doors should be full-view and
baked-on enamel or dark anodized aluminum
in a color compatible with the building.
B. Storm windows should be wood or
baked-on or dark anodized aluminum and fit
within the window frames, not overlap the
frames.

10.38 SHUTTERS
A. Windows should not have shutters added
unless the building originally had them, the
shutters are of louvered wood construction,
and the shutters will fit the window opening
(so that if closed, they would cover the
window opening).

10.45 SWIMMING POOLS
A. Swimming pools should be located in
rear yards and screened from street view by
fencing.
10.46 VACANT LOTS

10.39 SIGNAGE
A. All plumbing, gas and electrical lines
must be disconnected and capped in a safe
manner in compliance with the City of Hot
Springs.

A. If a sign is historic (original or early to
the district), it should be preserved.
B. Concerning signs and signage for
business and commercial structures, refer to
Section 11.25.

B. Debris from vacant lots shall be
removed.

10.40 SKYLIGHTS
A. Skylights should not be added where
visible from the street.

C. Planting of and maintenance of ground
cover is encouraged. Grassy lots must be kept
cut.

10.41 SOLAR COLLECTORS

D. Trees and shrubbery on vacant lots shall
be pruned and maintained.

A. Solar energy panels should be located on
rear sections of the roof, behind dormers or
gables or other areas not visible from the
street.
10.47 WALLS
10.42 STAIRCASES
A. Wood and masonry walls original to the
building should be repaired rather than
replaced.

A. Staircases should not be added to
building exteriors where visible from the
street.

B. Walls of artificial or substitute materials
such as vinyl, steel, aluminum, masonite,

10.43 STEPS & WALKS
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concrete board, or permastone is not
permitted.
C. Brickwork and wood siding original to
the building should be preserved but if
replacement is necessary, the materials should
match the original in size, design, and texture.
10.48 WINDOWS
A. Windows should be preserved in their
original location, size, and design and with
their original materials and numbers of panes.

F.
Windows
should not
have
shutters
added
unless the
building
originally
had the,
the shutters
are of
louvered
wood
construction
, and the
shutters will fit the window opening (so that if
closed, they would cover the window
opening).

B. Non-original windows should not be
added to primary facades or to secondary
facades where readily visible.
C. Windows should be repaired rather than
replaced, but if replacement is necessary due
to severe deterioration, the replacement
should, as close as possible, match the
original in material and design.

10.49 WOOD
A. Wood and wood details original to a
building should be repaired rather than
replaced.
B. Exposed structural elements such as
beams and rafter tails are a decorative element
in the Craftsman style and should be retained
and maintained.
C. Replacement of wood features and
details should match the original in
dimension, size and profile.
D. Wood should always be treated and kept
in good order (including paint, stain, nailing,
etc.).

D. Screens and/or storm windows should be
wood or aluminum with baked-on dark
anodized finish and fit within the window
frames, not overlap the frames.
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Section 11

GUIDELINES FOR EXISTING
COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS
================================
=
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
11.1 ACCESSIBILITY
A. The Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) mandates that places of public
accommodation be accessible to all users.
B. These guidelines should not prevent or
inhibit compliance with accessibility laws.
C. All new construction should comply
completely with ADA.
D. Owners of historic properties also should
comply to the fullest extent, while also
preserving the integrity of the characterdefining features of their buildings.
E. Historic door thresholds, often made of
stone or cast metal should be preserved when
feasible.
F. Original archway widths should be
preserved where feasible.
G. Utilize special provisions for historic
buildings that allow some alternative
solutions in meeting the ADA standards.
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H. Lights are allowed under rigid canopies
if the light fixtures are not visible and are the
incandescent type light fixture.

11.2 ADDITIONS
A. Additions to any historic structure may
occur on the roof-top, side, or rear of the
building.

I. Colors must be compatible with the
overall color scheme of the facade. Solid
colors or simple muted striped patterns are
appropriate.

B. Additions should be compatible in scale,
materials, and character with the main
building.

J. Simple shed shapes are appropriate for
rectangular openings. Semi-circular shapes
are appropriate for arches. Odd shape awnings
are inappropriate.

C. Using similar material is appropriate. In
some cases, a simpler, less noticeable material
also may be appropriate. The materials should
be in proportion to the historic building

K. Awnings and canopies should be
mounted to accentuate character-defining
features. They should be mounted to highlight
moldings that may be found above the
storefront. Their mounting should not damage
significant features and historic details.

D. Materials, finish and details on any
addition should not call attention to the new
space.
E. Refer also to Section 10.1 page 34.
11.3 AWNINGS & CANOPIES

11.4 BALCONIES

A. The minimum set-back for a front
awning or canopy should be at least two-andhalf (2.5) feet from the face of the curb.

A. Balconies on upper stories of buildings
should be repaired where thought to be
original to the building. Construction of new
balconies should be based on historic
photographs and evidence that similar
balconies historically existed on buildings in
the district.

B. Horizontal, fixed canopies are
encouraged where historic evidence
demonstrates that a canopy once existed.

B. New balconies should as close as
possible appear similar to the original, paying
particular attention to railing and support.

C. Appropriate supporting mechanisms are
wall-mounted brackets, chain or posts.
D. Wall-supported canopies may be
considered for new construction.

C. Elaborate wrought iron balcony railings
should not be installed unless evidence
indicates there were this type of balconies in
the district.

E. Fabric awnings are appropriate and
encouraged for historic buildings and new
construction.

D. Balconies should conform to local
building and safety codes.

F. Operable awnings are encouraged.
G. Rigid frame awnings also may be
considered.

11.5 BANNERS
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A. Banner or fabric signs may only be used
for special events unless otherwise approved
by a C.O.A..

E. Water-repellent coatings should not be
added unless masonry repairs have failed to
stop water penetration problems.

B. Where several businesses share a
building, coordination of banners is
recommended.

F. As a general rule, brick and masonry
should not be painted unless in the case of
brick, the brick is extremely mismatched from
earlier alterations or cannot withstand
weather.
G. Brick and masonry should not be
stuccoed.

C. No moveable or portable banners are
allowed in any location in the district except
for special events.
D. No banner may go up more than thirty
(30) days before an event and must be taken
down within five(5) days of the close of the
event.
11.6 BRICK AND MASONRY
A. Materials original to the building should
be preserved where possible.
B. Brick and masonry should never be
sandblasted or subjected to any kind of
abrasive cleaning. High pressure water
cleaning (over 600 pounds per square inch)
should never be used on brick or masonry.
These processes damage brick surfaces and
erodes mortar joints. Low pressure water
cleaning is acceptable if the pressure is kept
between 200 and 600 pounds per square inch,
with 450 the recommended pressure.

H. Repointing should match original width,
depth, color, raking profile, composition and
texture.
I. Repointing should never be done with
Portland cement or other hard mortar but with
original compounds, if it can be determined,
or with a historic compound such as one part
lime and two parts sand. Original type mortar
compounds allows for expansion and
contraction while hard mortar or cement
prevents the expansion and contraction
process.

C. To avoid needlessly introducing moisture
or chemicals into the building, brick and
masonry should be cleaned only when
necessary to remove heavy soiling and to stop
deterioration.
D. Paint removal should not be done if the
paint is firmly adhered to, and therefore
protecting the masonry surface.

J. Concrete masonry unit should not be used
as a finished surface.
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integrity of the historic district should not
occur, unless:

11.7 CODES
A. Standard City of Hot Springs, Arkansas
building, plumbing, mechanical, and electrical
codes in the most recent adopted edition must
be strictly adhered to.

1. Public safety and welfare requires
the removal of a building or structure
as determined by the building or code
inspector and concurring reports from
a structural engineer, architect, or
other pertinent registered
professionals acceptable to the Hot
Springs Historic District Commission.

B. Health codes will be strictly enforced.
C. Any work requiring approval from the
Historic District Commission will take into
account city-wide code regulations.

2. Where economic hardship (no
reasonable return on or use of the
building exists) has been demonstrated
and proven.

D. In addition to these development and
construction codes, all life safety codes must
be strictly adhered to.

3. Where rehabilitation is undesirable
due to severe structural instability or
deterioration of a building.

11.8 CORNICES
A. Most historic commercial buildings have
cornices to cap their facades. Their repetition
along the street contributes to the visual
continuity on the block. They may be a
straight or stepped parapet.

4. The building has lost its original
architectural integrity and no longer
contributes to the district.
5. No other reasonable alternative is
feasible, including relocation of the
building.

B. Cornices that are intact should be
preserved. Reconstruct a missing cornice
when historic evidence of its character is
available. Use historic photographs, if
available, to determine design details of the
original cornice.

11.10 ENTRIES

C. Substitution of another old cornice for the
original may be considered, provided the
substitute is similar to the original.
D. If it is not possible to find photographs
or evidence of the original cornice, a
simplified interpretation is appropriate.
A. Maintain existing recessed entries. The
repetition of recessed entries provides a
rhythm of shadows along the street, which
helps establish a sense of scale. These
recessed entries were designed to provide
protection from the weather, and the repeated
rhythm of these shaded areas along the street
helps to identify business entrances.

11.9 DEMOLITION
A. The demolition of any original feature or
part of a historic building should be avoided.
B. Demolition of a building which
contributes to the historic or architectural
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D. Free-standing brick, stone, or concrete
walls are not permitted, unless original.
E. Fences should not have bricks, stone, or
concrete piers or posts unless based on
evidence that such piers or posts are
historically appropriate to the district.

B. The original doorway should be
preserved on all historic buildings. Some may
be double-leaf, panel doors with glass in the
upper one-half.
C. If the original door design is unknown,
replace with a single light (glass area) door
design, not solid paneled door, decorative
doors, or any kind of door based upon a
different historical period or style.

F. Chains link fences are not permitted in
the front of historic buildings but may be
located in the rear yard where not readily
visible from the street. Existing chain link
fences may be screened through use of hedge,
ivy or other creeping cover or muted through
painting in shades of dark green or black.

D. Preserve, maintain, or repair original
display windows. If a storefront is missing
display windows, new windows should match
the original in location, design, size, and
materials.
E. Glass used in windows should appear
similar to that used historically. Transparent,
clear glass is appropriate. Opaque, tinted and
mirror glass are inappropriate. Retaining
extant historic glass is important and should
be encouraged in all cases except where
safety glass or wire glass is required by code.

G. Fences of split or horizontal rails are not
appropriate. Fences of railroad ties or timbers,
whether freestanding or as retaining walls, are
not permitted.
H. Within commercial zones of the historic
district, alternative fencing and fence
materials may be acceptable providing these
types of fences are not easily visible from the
street.

11.11 FENCES AND WALLS

11.12 FIRE ESCAPES

A. If historic documentation that fences or
walls existed, it may be appropriate to
reconstruct a similar type fence or wall.

A. Fire escapes are not permitted unless
required by the building inspector, and no
other means of the fire escape is reasonably
feasible. Fire escapes are required to be
located where not readily visible from the
street.

B. New wooden picket fences should be
painted; be no taller than three-and-a-half
feet; have pickets no wider than four inches
and set no further apart than three inches; and
of a design which is compatible with and
appropriate to the house.

11.13 FLAGS and FLAG POLES
A. Flag displays when placed on a building
should not cover any historical features nor be
over-sized or ill-proportioned.

C. Wood board fences for privacy should be
located to the rear; generally no taller than
eight feet; set back from the front facade (wall
plane) of the structure. Construction should
be of flat boards in a single row ( not stockade
or shadowbox), stained or painted to blend
with the structure, and of a design compatible
with the structure.

B. Flags when displayed above sidewalks
should not interfere with foot traffic

11.14 FOUNDATIONS AND WALLS
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C. Coordinate the color of the kickplate with
other trim elements on the buildings.

A. Foundations should be preserved in their
original design and with original material and
detailing.

11.19 LANDSCAPING
B. Masonry foundations should be cleaned,
repaired, or repointed according to masonry
guidelines in Section 11.6.

A. Landscaping is encouraged where space
allows. Landscaping will enhance the
pedestrian experience and is therefore
encouraged. Limited opportunities exist for
landscaping in historic commercial areas, but
these should be explored whenever feasible.

11.15 GARBAGE COLLECTORS
A. For institutional and commercial
structures, garbage collectors should be
located in the rear and screened from the
street view with fencing or shrubbery.

B. The development of outdoor patios and
courtyards in the rear is encouraged. Locating
a patio along the street edge is discouraged,
because the sidewalk edge should be defined
with a building, not open space.

B. Garbage, bagged or boxed, other than in
permanent garbage collectors should not be
placed on the street more than twenty-four
hours before regular pickup days.

11.20 LIGHTING

A. Boxed or built-in type gutters should be
repaired rather than replaced if possible.

A. Lighting designs should enhance the
ability to interpret the historic character of the
street, as seen at night, and should not
overwhelm it.

B. Downspouts should be located away
from significant architectural features on the
front of the building.

B. Use lighting to accent architectural
details, building entries, signs, and illuminate
sidewalks.

C. Gutters should provide proper drainage
through use of downspouts and flashing if
needed to avoid water damage to the building.

11.17 DISABLED ACCESS

C. All light sources should be shielded.
Lighting should not dominate a facade or the
street. Washing the entire facade of a building
with light is inappropriate. Lights focused
upward to light the facade also are
inappropriate.

A. Ramps should be provide easy access to
the building.

D. Animated lighting, such as chase lights or
neon is prohibited.

11.18 KICKPLATES

E. Lighting fixtures should be compatible
with the existing light fixtures of the historic
district in size and shape.

11.16 GUTTERS

A. The kickplate, or bulkhead, located
below the display window, adds interesting
detail to the streetscape and should be
preserved.

11.21 MAINTENANCE

B. If the original kickplate is missing,
develop a compatible replacement design.

A. See Guidelines for Residential Building
Section 10.21 page 39.
-52-

Design Guidelines for the Pleasant Street Historic District

D. Do not paint brick, stone, or other
naturally unpainted materials unless the
material has been painted previously.

11.22 MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT &
UTILITIES
A. Minimize the visual impact of
mechanical equipment. Screen equipment
from view.

E. Color determinations should be based on
historic schemes appropriate for the style of
the building. Assistance and reference
materials are available from the Department
of Planning and Developments to aid in
determining appropriate paint colors.

B. Do not locate window air conditioning
units on the building’s facade, if possible.
C. Minimize the visual impacts of utility
connections and service boxes.

F. “Liquid Siding” is prohibited.

D. Locate standpipes and other service
equipment such that they will not damage
historic facade materials. Cutting channels
into historic facade materials damages the
historic building fabric and is inappropriate.
Avoid locating such equipment on facades of
buildings.

11.25 PARKS & PUBLIC
IMPROVEMENTS
A. Plans for any public outdoor spaces,
including development of “pocket parks” in
vacant lots or any other common area
development must be submitted and reviewed
by the Hot Springs Historic District
Commission to determine impact of the
change on historically significant properties
and to the character of the historic district as a
whole.

11.23 MONUMENTS and MARKERS
A. Any new monuments and markers must
be approved by the Historic District
Commission.

B. Introduce necessary street or park
furniture, trash receptacles, mailboxes,
newspaper racks, and other similar elements
in locations that do not compromise the
historic character of the district. Keep such
elements to a minimum so that pedestrian
traffic is not disrupted. Select street furniture,
such as benches, that is compatible in design,
material, and scale with the Pleasant Street
Historic District’s historic character.

B. All monuments and markers within the
Pleasant Street Historic District must be
respectfully maintained.
11.24 PAINT COLORS
A. Paint colors should highlight
architectural details where historically
appropriate. Colors should be compatible with
the building’s style and period of
construction.

C. Lighting in the public right of way must
be uniform, and new fixtures should be
compatible with the style, period and
character of the district.

B. Avoid too many colors or colors
inappropriate for the construct time period of
a building.
C. Matte finishes are preferred to glossy.
Use bright color only for accents or to
highlight entries.

11.25 PARKS & PUBLIC
IMPROVEMENTS (Continued)
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H. Satellite dishes, other outdoor electronic
equipment, skylights, roof vents, and
plumbing vents should be located on the roof
or a wall out of view from the street and
mounted so as not to damage or obscure
character-defining features.

D. If repair or construction work in the
public-right-of-way is necessary, protect and
retain historic features such as limestone
curbing, brick gutters, and street plantings.
Replace in kind any damaged or deteriorated
historic features. Repair or replace sidewalks,
curbs and paving where needed, to match
adjacent historic materials in design, color,
module, pattern, texture, and tooling.

11.28 REAR of BUILDINGS
A. Development of an back entrance should
be in keeping with the character of the
building.

11.26 PARKING
A. Plan parking lots to be sub-divided into
small components so that the visual impact of
large paved areas is reduced.

B. Decks, greenhouses, or courtyards that
may be considered should not harm or cover
any character-defining feature of the building
or the streetscape.

B. Side or rear locations are preferred for
parking lots. Provide planting buffers at the
edges of parking lots. Also include islands of
planting in the interior of lots.

C. The rear of the building should always be
maintained, clean of any debris or obstacles
that interfere with vehicular or foot traffic.

11.27 ROOFS
A. Proper and regular maintenance of the
roof and clean gutters and drains are essential
to preserving an historic building. It is
encouraged that all water leaks be repaired as
quickly as discovered.

11.29 SECURITY DEVICES
A. Minimize the visual impact of security
devices. Historic precedent exists for using
metal bars on openings. These were simple
yet decorative in design. New bar designs
should be simple in design as well.

B. Replace deteriorated roof coverings with
new material that visually matches the old
material in size, composition, shape, color,
and texture.

B. Roll-down metal screens are
discouraged, because these obscure products
on display and thereby weaken the interest of
the street to pedestrians when in a closed
position.

C. Preserve the historic character of the
building’s roof line. Altering an existing
historic parapet line is inappropriate.

11.30 SERVICE AREAS
D. Set any new roof terraces back from the
building front.

A. Minimize the visual impact of trash
storage and service areas. Screen dumpsters
from view where feasible and locate service
areas away from major pedestrian routes, in
the rear.

F. Maintain historic roofing material where
they survive.

G. Conceal roof decks and mechanical
equipment by placing back from front parapet
below sight line.

11.31 SIGNAGE
A. Signs should be sized in proportion to
the building. Size of signs should depend on
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I. Painted wall signs or murals may be
appropriate but must be approved.

their location and the manner of attachment.
As an example: a flat sign attached along the
front of the structure may be larger than a sign
hanging directly over the sidewalk; a sign
hanging higher on the front of the structure
may be larger than a sign hanging directly
over the sidewalk.

J. Where several businesses share a
building, coordination of signs is encouraged.
Business occupying the first or more floors of
three-story building should have their signs
no higher than the second floor. Signs
identifying businesses on the second or third
floor should be placed on the wall next to the
stairwell leading up.

B. Location of signs may vary from painted
on the inside or outside of windows or doors,
hanging directly over doors or sidewalks or
hanging higher up on the facade, attached
along the front of the structure, painted on the
front or the flat surface of awning or canopy,
attached to the inside of windows, exterior
easel signs, to sidewalk sandwich boards.

K. Signs which flash or rotate shall not be
used.
L. Freestanding signs may be used where
necessary but should be low and small and
constructed of wood or a non-reflective finish.

C. Signs should be of historic materials such
as finished, carved wood, glass, copper or
bronze letters. Plastic substrate signs are
inappropriate.

M. The use of logos, either registered or
unregistered, upon signs will need to comply
with the guidelines pertaining to size, color
and lettering style.

D. Color of signs should be in harmony
with the facade of the building. Colors for
signs on glass windows or doors should be
opaque.

N. Temporary signs may be attached to the
windows or doors of a structure during the
pendency of an Application for a COA.
Interior signs should conform to all sign
guidelines where germane.

E. Position flush-mounted signs so they will
fit within architectural features. Locate flush
signs so they do not extend beyond the outer
edges of the building front. Avoid obscuring
ornament and detail or interfering with
pedestrian traffic.

O. Old signs reflecting outdated events,
sales, or products should be removed.
Excessive display of handbills and/or flyers is
discouraged.

F. Lighting for exterior signs should be
concealed, no naked bulbs. Up-lit lighting is
recommended. Light source is limited to no
larger than a 60 watt incandescent bulb or gas
light.

11.32 SITE DESIGN
A. Set-Backs- maintain the pattern and
alignment of buildings established by the
traditional set-backs from the street.

G. Lighted show windows are acceptable
while harsh or bright white fluorescent
lighting is discouraged.

B. Entrance Orientation- maintain the
traditional design elements used for defining
building entrances.
11.33 STOREFRONT
A. Retain and preserve storefronts that
contribute to the overall historic character of a
building, including such functional and

H. "Ghost" signs (historic painted wall signs
should be preserved and not removed.
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decorative features as transoms display
windows, doors, entablatures, pilasters,
recessed entries, and signs.

C. Do not use harsh cleaning methods that
could damage the finish of historic materials.
Sandblasting is prohibited.

B. Maintain components of the storefront
through proper cleaning and maintenance of
existing features.

D. Saving deteriorated parts which must be
replaced may later assist in matching
reconstructed features. Wooden sash
windows, cornices and doors can often be
restored or duplicated.

C. If replacement of a feature is necessary,
replace only the damaged portion of the
feature using comparable materials, design
and size.

11.36 WINDOWS & DOORS
A. Maintain historically significant
storefront openings. The size and shape of
original doors and windows are important
characteristics that contribute to the integrity
of historic commercial buildings. Avoid
altering the shape of these features.

D. If replacing an entire storefront and no
evidence exists of the original, refer to
historic photographs and adjacent storefronts.
E. It is appropriate to remove objects and
later renovations to reveal original storefront
openings obscured by the changes.

B. Retain the original shape of the transom
glass in historic storefronts. The upper glass
band of traditional storefronts introduced light
into the depths of the building, saving on
lighting costs. These bands are found on
many historic storefronts, and they often align
at the same height. The shape of the transom
is important to the proportion of the
storefront, and it should be preserved in its
historic configuration. If the original glass is
missing, installing new glass is preferred.
however, if the transom must be blocked out,
use it as a sign panel or a decorative band, but
retain the original proportions.

F. It is not appropriate to replace or cover
wooden storefront and entry elements with
contemporary substitute materials such as
aluminum or vinyl.
G. It is not appropriate to introduce
storefront features or details to an historic
building in an attempt to create a false
historical appearance.
11.34 VACANT LOTS
A. Lots in the historic district that are
vacant should be maintained, cleaned and
should not present a hazard to the public.

C. Preserve historic upper story windows.
Historically, upper story windows had a
vertical emphasis. The proportions of these
windows contribute to the character of each
commercial storefront. Do not block windows
or alter their size. Consider re-opening
windows that are currently blocked. Replace
missing glass. Maintain the historic window
sash when possible.

11.35 WALLS
A. When replacement of facade wall
materials is necessary, the new materials
should match the original in scale, color,
texture and finish.
B. Do not cover or obscure original facade
materials. Covering of an original facade not
only conceals interesting details, but also
interrupts the visual continuity along the
street. If the original material has been
covered, uncover it, if feasible.
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Section 12

GUIDELINES FOR NEW
CONSTRUCTION
================================
=
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
================================
=
12.1 GENERAL STANDARDS

Since characteristics differ within the
Pleasant Street Historic District itself,
particular attention to each block should be
given in planning new structures.

A. The overall appearance of the area is as
important as the individual buildings.
B. New construction should maintain, not
disrupt, the existing pattern of surrounding
historic buildings
C. Emphasizing context and design
elements, rather than styles, the broadest and
most flexible interpretation for new
construction is encouraged.
D. The importance of context, including the
relationship of a proposed project of abutting
buildings and side streets should be part of the
design decisions for new buildings.
E. New buildings should be harmonious in
form, material, siting and scale with the
established district character.
12.2 ALIGNMENT OF FRONTS
A. A building should be oriented to reflect
the street grid.
B. In general, the front of a building should
be parallel with the street.
C. Exceptions exist at intersections where
two different street grids converge. This
variation may be reflected in building
alignments.
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12.7 ENTRANCES
D. Locate building fronts at the sidewalk
edge. Exceptions can be made where the
predominant character of adjacent properties
reflects a sidewalk setback.

A. Orient the main entrance of the building
in a manner similar to established patterns in
the district.

E. A portion of the building wall may be set
back from the sidewalk to create a courtyard
or arcade if the sidewalk line is continued to
be defined with planters, columns, railings or
appropriate features.

12.8 WINDOWS

12.3 BUILDING ORIENTATION

B. Maintain the same high proportion of
glass in new construction in keeping with
areas where front facades have many
windows and/or large areas of glass.

A. Window sizes and shapes in new
buildings should be similar to existing historic
buildings in the block.

A. Align the facade of the new building with
the established set-backs of the area.
12.4 FORM AND SCALE

12.9 SITE STANDARDS
A. New buildings should appear similar in
mass and scale with historic structures in the
area.

A. Pay particular attention to the block.
B. The relationship of buildings and spaces
in the Pleasant Street Historic District makes
the area an especially significant visual unit.
Less diffuse than an entire area, of greater
impact and community significance than a
single building, the block is a part of the
urban environment that demands thorough
treatment in design guidelines.

B. Where new building facades will be
wider than those found traditionally,
subdivide the surface into portions similar in
scale to historic facades.
C. Use building forms that match those used
historically.

C. Each site should be developed to help
define active spaces for people, to provide
pedestrian connections between sites, and to
define street edges.

12.5 ROOF FORMS
A. Roof types on new buildings in historic
districts should conform to those found
historically.

D. The placement of a building on a site
should therefore be considered within the
context of the block and how the structure
will reinforce the broader design goals for the
area.

B. Flat roofs should be used in commercial
blocks where existing buildings have flat
roofs.
12.6 MATERIALS
A. Use building materials that are similar in
historical appearance for all major surfaces.
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12.10 HEIGHT
A. Maintain the alignment of building
heights to those in the block. The height of
new buildings should be within the range of
heights already found along the block.
B. Buildings at the ends of the block should
be similar in height to buildings along
adjoining blocks.
C. Buildings on corner sites are usually
larger and more highly ornamented than
buildings in mid-block, which makes them
centers of visual interest.
D. Maintain the visual emphasis of each
block at its corners.
E. Care should be taken to not block views
that are an important part of the historic area.
12.11 ALIGNMENT OF HORIZONTAL
ELEMENTS
A. Maintain the horizontal alignment of
door and window frames.
C. Maintain the clear distinction between
first floors and upper floors on commercial
buildings. Use of horizontal moldings,
awnings, or sign bands to emphasize this
distinction should be considered. New
construction should provide large areas of
glass on the first floors.
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Appendix A: Map of Pleasant Street Historic District

-60-

Design Guidelines for the Pleasant Street Historic District

Appendix B: Glossary of Terms
DEFINITIONS
1. Procedural Definitions
Certificate of Appropriateness: A document awarded by a preservation commission allowing an
applicant to proceed with a proposed alteration, demolition, or new construction in a designated
area or site, following a determination of the proposal's suitability according to applicable
criteria.
Certified Local Government: Any city, county, township, municipality, or any other general
purpose subdivision enacted by the National Preservation Act Amendments of 1980 to further
delegate responsibilities and funding to the local level. Hot Springs is a Certified Local
Government City.
Due Process: The established procedure by which legal action is carried out.
Normally Required: Mandatory actions, summarized in the guidelines, whose compliance is
enforced by the preservation commission.
Public Notice: The classified advertisement of an event, such as a preservation commission
meeting, that is published in the local newspaper and posted in the city government building in
order to notify the general public of the upcoming event.
Recommended: Suggested, but not mandatory actions summarized in the guidelines.
2. Technical Definitions
Adaptive Use: Rehabilitation of a historic structure for use other than its original use such as a
residence converted into offices.
Addition: New construction added to an existing building or structure.
Alteration: Work which impacts any exterior architectural feature including construction,
reconstruction, repair, or removal of any building element.
Appropriate: Especially suitable or compatible.
Building: A structure used to house human activity such as a dwelling or garage.
Character: The qualities and attributes of any structure, site, street or district.
Commission: The Hot Springs Historic District Commission.
Configuration: The arrangement of elements and details on a building or structure which help
to define its character.
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Contemporary: Reflecting characteristics of the current period. Contemporary denotes
characteristics which illustrate that a building, structure, or detail was constructed in the present
or recent past rather than being imitative or reflective of a historic design.
Compatible: In harmony with location and surroundings.
Context: The setting in which a historic element, site, structure, street, or district exists.
Demolition: Any act which destroys in whole or in part a building or structure.
Demolition by Neglect: The destruction of a building or structure through abandonment or lack
of maintenance.
Design Guidelines: Criteria developed to identify design concerns in an area and to help
property owners ensure that rehabilitation and new construction respect the character of
designated buildings and districts.
Element: A material part or detail of a site, structure, street, or district.
Elevation: Any one of the external faces or facades of a building.
Fabric: The physical material of a building, structure, or community, connecting an
interweaving of component parts.
Harmony: Pleasing or congruent arrangement.
Height: The distance from the bottom to the top of a building or structure.
Historic District: A geographically definable area with a significant concentration of buildings,
structures, sites, spaces, or objects unified by past events, physical development, design, setting,
materials, workmanship, sense of cohesiveness or related historical and aesthetic associations.
The significance of a district may be recognized through listing in a local, state, or national
landmarks register and may be protected legally through enactment of a local historic district
ordinance administered by a historic district board of commission.
Historic Imitation: New construction or rehabilitation where elements or components mimic an
architectural style but are not of the same historic period as the existing buildings (historic
replica).
Infill: New construction in historic districts on vacant lots or to replace existing buildings.
Landmark: A building, structure, object or site which is identified as a historic resource of
particular significance.
Landscape: The totality of the built or human-influenced habitat experienced at any one place.
Dominant features are topography, plant cover, buildings, or other structures and their patterns.
Maintain: To keep in an existing state of preservation or repair.

-62-

Design Guidelines for the Pleasant Street Historic District

Material Change: A change that will affect either the exterior architectural or environmental
features of an historic property or any structure, site, or work of art within an historic district.
New Construction: Construction which is characterized by the introduction of new elements,
sites, buildings, or structures or additions to existing buildings and structures in historic areas
and districts.
Obscured: Covered, concealed, or hidden from view
Preservation: Generally, saving from destruction or deterioration historic buildings, sites,
structures, and objects and providing for their continued use by means of restoration,
rehabilitation, or adaptive use.
Proportion: Harmonious relation of parts to one another or to the whole.
Recommendation: An action or activity advised but not required by these guidelines.
Reconstruction: The act or process of reproducing by new construction the exact form and
detail of a vanished building, structure, or object, or a part thereof, as it appeared at a specific
period of time.
Rehabilitation: The act or process of returning a property or building to usable condition
through repair, alteration, and/or preservation of its features which are significant to its
historical, architectural, and cultural values.
Restoration: The act or process of accurately taking a building's appearance back to a specific
period of time by removing later work and by replacing missing earlier features to match the
original.
Retain: To keep secure and intact. In the guidelines, "retain" and "maintain" describe the act of
keeping an element, detail, or structure and continuing the same level of repair to aid in the
preservation of elements, sites and structures.
Re-use: To use again. An element, detail, or structure might be reused in historic districts.
Rhythm: Movement or fluctuation marked by the regular occurrence or natural flow of related
elements.
Scale: Proportional elements that demonstrate the size, materials, and style of buildings.
Setting: The sum of attributes of a locality, neighborhood, or property that defines its character.
Significant: Having particularly important associations within the contexts of architecture,
history, and culture.
Stabilization: The act or process of applying measures essential to the maintenance of a
deteriorated building as it exists at present, establishing structural stability and a weatherresistant enclosure.
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Streetscape: The distinguishing character of a particular street as created by its width, degree of
curvature, paving materials, design of the street furniture, and forms of surrounding buildings.
Style: A type of architecture distinguished by special characteristics of structure and ornament
and often related in time; also a general quality of a distinctive character.

3. Glossary of Terms

Addition: New construction added to an existing building or structure.
Alteration: Work which impacts any exterior architectural feature including construction,
reconstruction, or removal of any building or building element.
Apron: A decorative, horizontal trim piece on the lower portion of an architectural element.
Arch: A curved construction of wedge-shaped stones or brick which spans an opening and
supports the weight above it. (see- flat arch, jack arch, segmental arch and semi-circular arch)
Attic: The upper level of a building, not of full ceiling height, directly beneath the roof.
Baluster: One of a series of short, vertical, often vase-shaped members used to support a stair or
porch handrail, forming a balustrade.
Balustrade: An entire rail system with top rail and balusters.
Bargeboard: A board which hangs from the projecting end of a gable roof, covering the end
rafters, and often sawn into a decorative pattern.
Bay: The portion of a facade between columns or piers providing regular divisions and usually
marked by windows.
Bay Window: A projecting window that forms an extension to the floor space of the internal
rooms; usually extends to the ground level.
Belt Course: A horizontal band usually marking the floor levels on the exterior facade of a
building.
Board and Batten: Siding fashioned of boards set vertically and covered where their edges join
by narrow strips called battens.
Bond: A term used to describe the various patterns in which brick (or stone) is laid, such as
"common bond" or "Flemish bond".
Bracket: A projecting element of wood, stone or metal which spans between horizontal and
vertical surfaces (eaves, shelves, overhangs) as decorative support.
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Bulkhead: The structural panels just below display windows on storefronts. Bulkheads can be
both supportive and decorative in design. Nineteenth century bulkheads are often of wood
construction with rectangular raised panels. Twentieth century bulkheads may be of wood,
brick, tile, or marble construction. Bulkheads are also referred to as kickplates.
Bungalow: Common house form of the early twentieth century distinguished by horizontal
emphasis, wide eaves, large porches and multi-light doors and windows.
Capital: The head of a column or pilaster.
Casement Window: A window with one or two sashes which are hinged at the sides and usually
open outward.
Clapboards: Horizontal wooden boards, thinner at the top edge, which are overlapped to
provide a weather-proof exterior wall surface.
Classical Order: Derived from Greek and Roman architecture, a column with its base, shaft,
capital and entablature having standardized details and proportions, according to one of the five
canonized modes- Doric, Tuscan, Ionic, Corinthian, or Composite.
Clipped Gable: A gable roof where the ends of the ridge are terminated in a small, diagonal roof
surface.
Column: A circular or square vertical structural member.
Common Bond: A brickwork pattern where most courses are laid flat, with the long "stretcher"
edge exposed, but every fifth to eighth course is laid perpendicularly with the small "header" and
exposes, to structurally tie the wall together.
Corbel: In masonry, a projection, or one of a series of projections, each stepped progressively
farther forward with height and articulating a cornice or supporting an overhanging member.
Corinthian Order: Most ornate classical order characterized by a capital with ornamental
acanthus leaves and curled fern shoots.
Cornice: The uppermost, projecting part of an entablature, or feature resembling it. Any
projecting ornamental molding along the top of a wall, building, etc.
Cresting: A decorated ornamental finish along the top of a wall or roof, often made of
ornamental metal.
Cross-gable: A secondary gable roof which meets the primary roof at right angles.
Dentils: A row of small tooth-like blocks in a classical cornice.
Doric Order: A classical order with simple, unadorned capitals, and with no base.
Dormer Windows: A window that projects from a roof.
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Double-hung Window: A window with two sashes, one sliding vertically over the other
Eave: The edge of a roof that projects beyond the face of a wall.
Ell: The rear wind of a uilding, generally one room wide and running perpendicular to the
principal building.
Engaged Column: A round column attached to a wall.
Entablature: A part of a building of classical order resting on the column capital; consists of an
architrave, frieze, and cornice.
Fanlight: A semi-circular window usually over a door with radiating muntins suggesting a fan.
Fascia: A projecting flat horizontal member or molding; forms the trim of a flat roof or a
pitched roof; also part of a classical entablature.
Fenestration: The arrangement of windows on a building.
Finial: A projecting decorative element, usually of metal, at the top of a roof turret or gable.
Fishscale Shingles: A decorative pattern of wall shingles composed of staggered horizontal
rows of wooden shingles with half-round ends.
Flashing: Thin metal sheets used to prevent moisture infiltration at joints of roof planes and
between the roof and vertical surfaces.
Flat Arch: An arch whose wedge-shaped stones or bricks are set in a straight line; also called a
jack arch.
Flemish Bond: A brick-work pattern where the long "stretcher" edge of the brick is alternated
with the small "header" end for decorative as well as structural effectiveness.
Fluting: Shallow, concave groove running vertically on the shaft of a column , pilaster, or other
surface.
Foundation: The lowest exposed portion of the building wall, which supports the structure
above.
Frieze: The middle portion of a classical cornice; also applied decorative elements on an
entablature or parapet wall.
Gable: The triangular section of a wall to carry a pitched roof.
Gable Roof: A pitched roof with a downward slope on either side of a central, horizontal ridge.
Gambrel Roof: A ridge roof with two slopes on either side.
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Ghosts: Outlines or profiles of missing buildings or building details. These outlines may be
visible through stains, paint, weathering, or other residue on a building's facade.
Ghost Sign: The faint remains of usually advertisement painted on building wall.
Greek Revival Style: Mid-nineteenth century revival of forms and ornament of architecture of
ancient Greece.
Hipped Roof: A roof with uniform slopes on all sides.
Hood Molding: A projecting molding above an arch, doorway, or windows, originally designed
to direct water away from the opening; also called a drip mold.
Ionic Order: One of the five classical orders used to describe decorative scroll capitals.
Infill: New construction where there had been an opening before, such as a new building
between two older structures; or block infill in an original door or window opening.
Jack Arch: (see Flat Arch)
Keystone: The wedge-shaped top or center member of an arch.
Knee Brace: An oversize bracket supporting a cantilevered or projecting element.
Lattice: An openwork grill of interlacing wood strips used as screening.
Lintel: The horizontal top member of a window, door, or other opening.
Mansard Roof: A roof with a double slope on all four sides, with the lower slope being almost
vertical and the upper almost horizontal.
Masonry: Exterior wall construction of brick, stone, or stucco laid up in small units.
Massing: The three-dimensional form of a building
Metal Standing Seam Roof: A roof composed of overlapping sections of metal such as copperbearing steel or iron coated with a terne alloy of lead and tin. These roof s were attached or
crimped together in various raised seams for which the roof are names.
Modillion: A horizontal bracket, often in the form of a plain block, ornamenting, or sometimes
supporting, the underside of a cornice.
Mortar: A mixture of sand, lime cement, and water used as a binding agent in masonry
construction.
Mullion: A heavy vertical divider between windows or doors.
Muntin: A secondary framing member to divide and hold the panes of glass in multi-light
window or glazed door.
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Neo-Classical Revival Style: Early twentieth century style which combines features of ancient,
Renaissance, and Colonial architecture; characterized by imposing buildings with large
columned porches.
Oriel Window: A bay window which emerges above the ground floor level.
Paired Columns: Two columns supported by one pier, as on a porch or balcony.
Palladian Window: A window with three openings, the central on arched and wider than the
flanking ones.
Panelled Door: A door composed of solid panels (either raised or recessed) held within a
framework of rails and stiles.
Parapet: A low horizontal wall at the edge of a roof.
Pediment: A triangular crowning element forming the gable of a roof; any similar triangular
element used over windows, doors, etc.
Pier: A vertical structural element, square or rectangular in cross-section.
Pilaster: A square pillar attached, but projecting from a wall, resembling a classical column.
Pitch: The degree of the slope of a roof.
Portico: A roofed space, open or partly enclosed, forming the entrance and centerpiece of the
facade of a building, often with columns and a pediment.
Portland Cement: A strong, inflexible hydraulic cement used to bind mortar. Mortar or
patching materials with a high Portland cement content should not be used on old buildings. The
Portland cement is harder than the masonry thereby causing serious damage over annual freezethaw cycles.
Preservation: The act of maintaining the form and character of a building or district as it
presently exists. Preservation stops deterioration and stabilizes the structure.
Pressed Tin: Decorative and functional metal work made of molded tin used to sheath roof,
bays, and cornices.
Pyramidal Roof: A roof with four identical sides rising to a central peak.
Queen Anne Style: Popular late nineteenth century revival style of early eighteenth-century
English architecture, characterized by irregularity of plan and massing and a variety of texture.
Quoins: A series of stone bricks, or wood panels ornamenting the outside of a wall.
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Reconstruction: The accurate recreation of a vanished, or irreplaceably damaged structure, or
part thereof, the new construction recreates the building's exact form and detail as they appeared
at some point in history.
Restoration: The process of accurately taking a building's appearance back to a specific period
of time by removing later work and by replacing missing earlier features to match the original.
Ridge: The top horizontal member of a roof where the sloping surfaces meet.
Rusticated: Roughening of stonework or concrete blocks to give greater articulation to each
block.
Sash: The moveable framework containing the glass in a window.
Segmental Arch: An arch whose profile or radius is less than a semicircle.
Semi-circular Arch: An arch whose profile or radius is half-circle the diameter of which equals
the opening width.
Sheathing: An exterior covering of boards or other surface applied to the frame of the structure.
(see Siding)
Shed Roof: A gently-pitched, almost flat roof with only one slope.
Sidelight: A vertical area of fixed glass on either side of a door or window.
Siding: The exterior wall covering or sheathing of a structure.
Sill: The bottom crosspiece of a window frame.
Spindles: Slender, elaborately turned wood dowels or rods often used in screens and porch trim.
Stabilization: The essential maintenance of a deteriorated building as it exists at present,
establishing structural stability and a weather-resistant enclosure.
Streetscape: The over facade (big picture), not of a single structure, but of the many buildings
which define the street.
Structural Glass: Glass product used predominately for wall surfacing, including glass building
blocks, reinforced plate glass, and pigmented glass popularly known under such trade names as
Carrara Glass, Sani Onyx, and Vitrolite. Structural glass could be sculptured, cut laminated,
colored, textured and applied directly over existing wall surfaces. The popularity of the use of
structural glass occurred during the period from the late 1920s through the 1940s.
Surround: An encircling border or decorative frame, usually at windows or doors.

Swag: Carved ornament on the form of a cloth draped over supports, or in the form of a garland
of fruits and flowers.
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Transom: A horizontal opening (or bar) over a door or window.
Trim: The decorative framing of openings and other features on a facade.
Turret: A small slender tower.
Veranda: A covered porch or balcony on a building's exterior.
Vergeboard: The vertical face board following and set under the roof edge of a gable,
sometimes decorated by carving.
Vernacular: A regional form or adaptation of an architectural style.
Wall Dormer: Dormer created by the upward extension of a wall and a breaking of the roofline.
Water Table: A projecting horizontal ledge, intended to prevent water from running down the
face of a wall's lower section.
Weatherboard: Wood siding consisting of overlapping boards usually thicker at one edge than
the other.
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Appendix C: Arkansas Historic Districts Act 1963, No. 484, Section 1
14-172-201. Title.

This subchapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Historic Districts Act."
History. Acts 1963, No. 484, 1; A.S.A. 1947, 19-5001.
14-172-202. Purpose.
The purpose of this subchapter is to promote the educational, cultural, economic, and general welfare of
the public through the preservation and protection of buildings, sites, places, and districts of historic
interest through the maintenance of such as landmarks in the history of architecture of the municipality,
of the state, and of the nation, and through the development of appropriate settings for such buildings,
places, and districts.
History. Acts 1963, No. 484, 2; A.S.A. 1947,19-5002.
14-172-203. Applicability.
None of the provisions of this subchapter shall be in operation until and unless:
(1) There shall have been filed, with the clerk of the city, town, or county in which an historic district is
contemplated, a petition signed by a majority in numbers of the property owners within the proposed
historic district agreeing that their property shall be included in the historic district; or
(2) The boundaries of the proposed historic district are identical to and encompass the area of a National
Register of Historic Places Historic District as certified by the United States Department of the Interior.
History. Acts 1963, No. 484, § 10; 1965, No. 170, § 2; 1979, No. 371, § 1; A.S.A. 1947, § 19-5010;
Acts 1993, No. 194, § 1.
14-172-204. Penalty.
(a) Any person who violates any of the provisions of this subchapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor
and, upon conviction, shall be fined not less than ten dollars ($10.00) nor more than five hundred dollars
($500).
(b) Each day that a violation continues to exist shall constitute a separate offense.
History Acts 1963, No. 484, 11; A.S.A. 1947, 19-5011.
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14-172-205. Enforcement.
The chancery court having jurisdiction over the property in question shall have jurisdiction in
equity to enforce the provisions of this subchapter in the rulings issued under it and may restrain by
injunction violations of it.
History. Acts 1963, No. 484,10; 1965, No. 170, 2; 1979, No. 371, 1; A.S.A. 1947, 19-5010.
14-172-206. Historic district commissions.
(a)(l) An historic district commission shall consist of no less than five (5) members nor more than nine
(9) members.
(A) When the district is located within the boundaries of any city or incorporated town, the
commission members shall:
(i) Be appointed by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the governing body of the city;
(ii) Be electors of the municipality; and
(iii) Hold no salaried or elective municipal office.
(B) When a district is located outside the boundaries of any city or incorporated town, the
commission members shall:
(i) Be appointed by the county judge subject to confirmation by the quorum court;
(ii) Be electors of the county; and
(iii) Hold no salaried or elective county office.
(2)(A) The appointments to membership on the commission shall be so arranged that the term of at least
one (1) member will expire each year, and their successors shall be appointed in a like manner for terms
of three (3) years.
(B) Vacancies shall be filled in like manner for the unexpired term.
(b) All members shall serve without compensation.
(c) The commission shall elect a chairman and vice chairman annually from its own number.
(d) The commission may adopt rules and regulations not inconsistent with the provisions of this
subchapter and may, subject to appropriation, employ clerical and technical assistants or consultants and
may accept money, gifts, or grants and use them for these purposes.

History. Acts 1963, No. 484, § 4; A.S.A. 1947, § 19-5004; Acts 1993, No. 194, § 2.
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14-172-207. Establishment of historic districts.
By ordinance adopted by vote of the governing body thereof, any city, town, or county may establish
historic districts and may make appropriations for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of this
subchapter, subject to the following provisions:
(1)(A)(i) An historic district commission, established as provided in § 14-172-206, shall make an
investigation and report on the historic significance of the buildings, structures, features, sites, or
surroundings included in any such proposed historic district and shall transmit copies of its report to the
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program, a division of the Department of Arkansas Heritage, to the
planning commission of the municipality or county, if any, and in the absence of such commission, to the
governing body of the municipality or county for its consideration and recommendation.
(ii) Each such body or individual shall give its recommendation to the historic district
commission within sixty (60) days from the date of receipt of the report.
(B)(i) Recommendations shall be read in full at the public hearing to be held by the
commission as specified in this section.
(ii) Failure to make recommendations within sixty (60) days after the date of receipt shall be taken as
approval of the report of the commission.
(2)(A) The commission shall hold a public hearing on the establishment of a proposed historic district
after giving notice of the hearing by publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the municipality
or county once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks, the first such publication to be at least twenty (20)
days prior to the public hearing.
(B) The notice shall include the time and place of the hearing, specify the purpose, and describe
the boundaries of the proposed historic district.
(3)(A) The commission shall submit a final report with its recommendations and a draft of a proposed
ordinance to the governing body of the municipality or county within sixty (60) days after the public
hearing.
(B) The report shall contain the following:
(i) A complete description of the area or areas to be included in the historic district. Any single historic
district may embrace noncontiguous lands;
(ii) A map showing the exact boundaries of the area to be included within the proposed district;
(iii) A proposed ordinance designed to implement the provisions of this subchapter; and
(iv) Such other matters as the commission may deem necessary and advisable.
(4) The governing body of the municipality or county, after reviewing the report of the
commission, shall take one (1) of the following steps:
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(A) Accept the report of the commission and enact an ordinance to carry out the provisions of this
subchapter;
(B) Return the report to the commission, with such amendments and revisions thereto as it may deem
advisable, for consideration by the commission and a further report to the governing body of the
municipality or county within ninety (90) days of such return; or
(C) Reject the report of the commission, stating its reasons therefor, and discharge the
commission.
(5) The commission established under the provisions of this subchapter, by following the procedures set
out in subdivisions (2) to (4), inclusive, of this section, may, from time to time, suggest proposed
amendments to any ordinance adopted under this section or suggest additional ordinances to be adopted
under this section.
History. Acts 1963, No. 484, § 3; 1965, No. 170, § 1; 1977, No. 480, § 11; A.S.A. 1947, § 19-5003;
Acts 1993, No. 194, § 3.
14-172-208. Certificate of appropriateness required Definition.
(a)(l) No building or structure, including stone walls, fences, light fixtures, steps, and paving or other
appurtenant fixtures, shall be erected, altered, restored, moved, or demolished within an historic district
until after an application for a certificate of appropriateness as to exterior architectural features has been
submitted to and approved by the historic district commission. The municipality or county shall require a
certificate of appropriateness to be issued by the commission prior to the issuance of a building permit or
other permit granted for purposes of constructing or altering structures. A certificate of appropriateness
shall be required whether or not a building permit is required.
(2) For purposes of this subchapter, "exterior architectural features" shall include the architectural style,
general design, and general arrangement of the exterior of a structure, including the kind and texture of
the building material and the type and style of all windows, doors, light fixtures, signs, and other
appurtenant fixtures.
(b) The style, material, size, and location of outdoor advertising signs and bill posters within an historic
district shall also be under the control of the commission.
History.Acts 1963, No. 484, § 5; A.S.A. 1947, § 19-5005; Acts 1993, No. 194, § 4.

14-172-209. Determination on application for certificate.
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(a) Within a reasonable time, not to exceed thirty (30) days after the filing of an application for a
certificate of appropriateness with the historic district commission, the commission shall determine the
property to be materially affected by the application and immediately send by mail, postage prepaid, to
the applicant and to the owners of all such properties to be materially affected notice of the hearing to be
held by the commission on the application.
(b)(l) The commission may hold such public hearings as are necessary in considering any
applications for certificates of appropriateness.
(2) The commission shall act on an application for certificate of appropriateness within a
reasonable period of time.
(3) The commission shall determine whether the proposed construction, reconstruction, alteration,
restoration, moving, or demolition of buildings, structures, or appurtenant fixtures involved will be
appropriate to the preservation of the historic district for the purposes of this subchapter, or whether,
notwithstanding that it may be inappropriate, owing to conditions especially affecting the structure
involved, but not affecting the historic district generally, failure to issue a certificate of appropriateness
will involve a substantial hardship, financial or otherwise, to the applicant, and whether the certificate
may be issued without substantial detriment to the public welfare and without substantial derogation from
the intent and purpose of this subchapter.
(c)(l) If the commission determines that the proposed construction, reconstruction, alteration, restoration,
moving, or demolition is appropriate or is not appropriate, owing to conditions as aforesaid, but that
failure to issue a certificate of appropriateness would involve substantial detriment or derogation as
aforesaid, or if the commission fails to make a determination within a reasonable type prescribed by
ordinance, the commission shall forthwith approve the application and shall issue to the applicant a
certificate of appropriateness.
(2) If the commission determines that a certificate of appropriateness should not be issued, it shall place
upon its records the reasons for the determination and may include recommendations respecting the
proposed construction, reconstruction, alteration, restoration, moving, or demolition.
(3) The commission shall immediately notify the applicant of the determination. History.
Acts 1963, No. 484, 7; A.S.A. 1947,19-5007.
14-172-210. Certain changes not prohibited.
Nothing in this subchapter shall be construed to prevent the ordinary maintenance or repair of any
exterior architectural feature in the historic district which does not involve a change in design, material,
color, or outer appearance thereof, nor to prevent the construction, reconstruction, alteration, restoration,
or demolition of any such feature which the building inspector, or similar agent, shall certify is required
for the public safety because of an unsafe or dangerous condition; nor to prevent the construction,
reconstruction, alteration, restoration, or demolition of any such feature under a permit issued by a
building inspector, or similar agent, prior to the effective date of the establishment of the historic district.
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History. Acts 1963, No. 484, 8; A.S.A. 1947, 19-5008.
14-172-211. Interior architectural features.
In its deliberations under this subchapter, the historic district commission shall not consider interior
arrangement or use and shall take no action under this subchapter except for the purpose of preventing
the construction, reconstruction, alteration, restoration, moving, or demolition of buildings, structures, or
appurtenant fixtures in the historic district obviously incongruous with the historic aspects of the district.
History. Acts 1963, No. 484, 6; A.S.A. 1947,19-5006.
14-172-212. Appeal from decision.
(a)(l) Any applicant aggrieved by the determination of the historic district commission, within thirty
(30) days after the making of the decision, may appeal to the chancery court of the county wherein the
property is located.
(2) The court shall hear all pertinent evidence and shall annul the determination of the commission if it
finds the reasons given for the determination to be unsupported by the evidence or to be insufficient in
law and may make such other decree as justice and equity may require.
(b) The remedy provided by this section shall be exclusive; but the applicant shall have all rights of
appeal as in other equity cases.
History. Acts 1963, No. 484, 9; A.S.A. 1947,19-5009.
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Appendix D: City of Hot Springs Ordinance No.3945
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