The Thermal Basin Fire District
Code Compliance Status Report

January 1, 2015 to August 26, 2015

Introduction
This report details the code enforcement activities of Hot Springs Fire Department within the
Thermal Basin Fire District since January 1, 2015. The corrective actions detailed within the
body of this work are the result of the cooperative efforts of local government and the private
sector. This alliance between the community, the fire department, other city departments and
the highest levels of city leadership is making downtown Hot Springs a safer place.
Summary
All code enforcement actions taken within the Thermal Basin Fire District have been based
upon Hot Springs City Ordinance 6049, as adopted by the Board of Directors of the City of Hot
Springs on October 7, 2014. In this Ordinance the Directors adopted the three volumes of the
Arkansas Fire Prevention Code and created the Thermal Basin Fire District.
In response to the Board of Directors actions the Hot Springs Fire Department initiated code
enforcement activities based upon the adopted codes. These actions initially targeted 24 unsafe
structures located within the fire district. Since the adoption of Ordinance 6049 enforcement
efforts have expanded to encompass other structures as conditions within these buildings
warranted.
Actions
Although the vast majority of tangible fire protection improvements in the Thermal Basin have
occurred since January 2015 the Hot Springs Fire Department began its downtown
improvement initiatives in 2011. Among other actions taken at that time, we identified the
Arkansas Career Training Institute (ACTI) Campus as the most threatened group of buildings
within the city. Through a series of actions by the fire department, the ACTI administration and
Senator Bill Sample Phase 1 of the corrective actions has been completed.
The ACTI (formerly the Rehabilitation Center) completed the following improvements to their
campus at 300 Reserve Street in May of 2015.
Installation of 1700 feet of fire main of various sizes
Installation of 16 new fire hydrants
Installation of a fire pump system capable of producing 2500 gallons per minute of water
Fire flow has been increased from 500 gallon per minute to over 3000 gallon per minute.
Last week we received plans for Phase 2 of the ACTI’s corrective actions. This includes the
addition of fire sprinkler systems to Ross Hall and the multi-story main campus building.
The installation of fire sprinkler systems in unsafe buildings is the primary means we are using
to abate fire hazards within the communities threatened legacy structures.

Kollective Coffee was the first Thermal Basin business to utilize fire sprinklers as a means for
code compliance. Preserving the decorative tin ceiling was an important consideration for the
owner. A fire sprinkler system allowed the ceiling to remain intact and unmodified maintaining
the charm and ambiance of this outstanding interior.
The following occupancies have completed the installation of fire sprinkler systems.
110 Central, Kollective Coffee House
112 Central, Single Family Dwelling
256 Central, 4D Experience
258 Central, Tropical Winery
264 Central, Kilwin's
350 Central, First Floor, Earthbound Trading
350 Central, Second and Third Floor, Savoy Hotel (Vacant)
420 Central, Putting on the Glitz
422 Central, Bear Necessities
107 Exchange, Exchange Apartments
117 Exchange, Multi Family Dwelling (Vacant)

Kilwin’s Chocolates was the second Thermal Basin business to utilize fire sprinklers as a means
for code compliance. The fire sprinkler system artfully blends with the décor of this building in a
manner that does detract from the elegant interior.
The following occupancies have the installation of fire sprinkler systems in progress.
133 Chapel, Key West Apartments
239 Central, Wade Building
236 Central, Howe Hotel
The following occupancies have scheduled the installation of fire sprinkler systems during 2015
719 Central, Belle Arti
719 Central, Marquette Hotel
The following occupancies have sprinkler plans being prepared but have not been submitted to
the fire department for review.
338 to 340 Central, Thompson Building
817 Central, Malco
819 Central, Malco
823 Central, Malco

The following occupancy is under contract to a fire sprinkler company.
236 Central, Medical Arts
The following occupancy has completed the installation of a fire standpipe system.
610 Central, Sumter-Little Building

Earthbound Trading installed this exit door to achieve means of egress compliance. Notice that
there is no hardware on the doors exterior therefore the door is less vulnerable to entry by
thieves. Proper exit hardware is in place on the means of egress side.
The following occupancies have made means of egress improvements: the installation of
stairwells, exit doors, and or protected corridors.
264 Central, Kilwin’s
350 Central, First Floor, Earthbound Trading
350 Central, Second and Third Floor, Savoy Hotel (Vacant)
406 Central, Mountains Edge
610 Central, Sumter-Little Building
133 Chapel, Key West Apartments
117 Exchange, Multi Family Dwelling (Vacant)

The following buildings have removed combustibles from there interior and have been secured.
1028 Central, Pennington Apartments

The appearance of this Exchange Street building has been improved by the addition of a new
exterior stairwell and railings.
The following citations have been issued for code violations since November of 2014.
201 Central, Howe Hotel-Owner cited for 16 counts of violating the Ordinance 6049, Arkansas
Fire Prevention Code, on 11/21/14.
101 Park, Majestic Hotel- Owner cited for 34 counts of violating the Ordinance 6049, Arkansas
Fire Prevention Code, on 12/2/14.
101 Park, Majestic Hotel- Owner cited for 401 counts of violating the Ordinance 6049, Arkansas
Fire Prevention Code, on 6/12/15.
Further actions, including the issuance of citations, will be taken as deemed necessary to
further compliance with the adopted codes.

The following buildings have been demolished.
321 Olive, Boardwalk Apartments
323 Olive, Brown Apartments
200 Pleasant, Vacant
This report contains a general synopsis of the results of the Hot Springs Fire Departments
activities to advance fire safety within the Thermal Basin. Other entities such as the Hot Springs
Water Utility have played a key role in making fire safety improvements here.
Hot Springs Water Utility Improvements
Possibly the most important single action has been the increase in fire flow downtown. The
addition of dual 10 inch fire mains and the new hydrants have made a remarkable
improvement to fire safety within the Thermal Basin. We appreciate Utility Director Scott
Bundy and his personnel for their dedication to fire safety city wide.
Sincerely
Edward V. Davis
Fire Chief

